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McNown makes plays 
off the field: SI report 


Contrary to public opinion, Cade McNown isn't having any trouble com- 
pleting passes. 

A short item in this week's Sports Illustrated claims the Bears quarterback 
wooed Heather Kozar, Playboy's 1999 Playmate of the Year, away from 
Cleveland Browns quarterback Tim Couch by 
indulging her with his Porsche, among, other 
things. - f 
Couch apparently began dating Kozar earlier 
this year and introduced her to his friend 
MeNown during the offseason. According to an 
SL source, “McNown then began an offensive 
series to win over Kozar-sending her flowers, 
phoning constantly, even sending his Porsche 
from Chicago to L.A. for her use. The play-calling 
worked: Kozar benched Couch in favor of 
McNown. She has since moved to Chicago, and 
she and McNown have begun talking marriage.” 

Approached recently by Bear Report colum- 
nist Mike' Mulligan of the Chicago Sun-Times, 
McNown called the item “tabloid journalism” 
and said the magazine never contacted him for a 
comment. McNown understands he’s a public figure but said his relationship 
with Kozar is a private matter. 

“Tm always going to do my best to keep my personal life and my business life 
separate,” McNown told the Chicago Sun-Times. “Neither one will ever interfere 
with the other.” 


No thanks, just looking 
The Bears brought punters Will Brice, Nick Gallery, Tom Hutton and 
Rodney, Williams in for workouts last Tuesday at Halas Hall, but none was 
signed. 
_ Brent Bartholomew averaged just 27 yards on six punts with a long of 35 
yards in the Bears’ 21-14 loss to the Detroit Lions Sept. 24 at Soldier Field. On one 
occasion, punting from midfield with a gusty wind at his back, Bartholomew 
shanked a 7-yarder. He entered the game averaging 38.7 yards on 18 punts. 
“He needs to bounce back,” said special teams coach Keith Armstrong. “He 
was heading in the right direction. He was getting a little bit better each week. 
You could see the improvement. And then I think he got introduced to Soldier 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


. Field. It can play games with you because guys try to get a solid feel on the wind 


and the thing about Soldier Field is it constantly changes. You have to be able to 
play with the changes, lower your drop and do some different things out there 
as opposed to being ina dome.” 2 


Man in the middle 

In his first two starts at middle linebacker, in losses to the Lions and Giants, 
*Brian Urlacher registered 27 tackles including two sacks with an interception. 

“7 feel a lot more comfortable out there every week,” said the rookie first- 
round draft pick. “The more reps I get in practice, the better I feel. It just carries 
over to the game. I felt pretty comfortable out there (against the Lions). I was able 
to run around a lot more.” 

Head coach Dick Jauron continues to be impressed with Urlacher. 


from the sidelines. I think he clearly enjoys it, when you see his face coming off 


the field. He brings something extra to our defense. He certainly has got talent + 


and he's going to get better. He's going to get a lot better because in a lot of situa- 
tions he's just playing on instinct, and that's great, You've got to have instincts to 
play. Once he knows a lot more about the position and has seen a lot more at the 
position, he’s going to be that much better. 

“He's an awfully good football player. He shows up on the field. The great 
thing is when he shows up he makes the play. He can get to the ball and he can 
make play onthe ball.” 

Asked if anyone he played with was similar to Urlacher, Jauron said: “1 can’t 
think of anybody I played with that was that athletic. Jim LeClair was a great 
linebacker in-Cincinnati. I played with him later in his career so he was more 
developed physically. He was probably stronger than Brian and bigger than 
Brian and that’s where Brian’s going, Jimmy could run, but] don’t think he could 
run like Brian can. They both had a feel and were both very tough guys.” 


Bears hosting a block party 


Bryan Robinson's “Immaculate Deflection” last season in 
Green Bay was one of the most memorable plays in Bears 
history. But it wasn’t a rare occurence as far as blocked 
field goals. Under special teams coach Keith Armstrong, 
the Bears are turning the play into an art form. They 
entered last Sunday’s game in Green Bay having blocked 
seven of the last 29 field goals attempted by opponents. 


Armstrong 


Mike Wells and rookie Mike Brown blocked Brad 
Daluiso attempts Sept. 17 against the Giants, and 
James “Big Cat” Williams rejected a Jason Hanson 
kick the following week. 

“We work on it every day after practice,” 
Armstrong said. “It's just an attitude. We want to get 
a push and try to block a kick. We go after the ball.” 

The Bears collapse the interior of the line with 
Williams, Wells and Clyde Simmons, Kickers who 
face the Bears in future games are going to have to 
think twice about making an adjustment. 

“{ think they're obviously going to have to get the 
ball up when they come and play us,” Armstrong 
said. “So that has an effect on them. And then they 
think about Soldier Field. The 'O line will be thinking, 
too. I think they look out there and see (Williams) and 
they just look down and start shaking their head. 
They've got 300 and some odd pounds coming at 
them. You put the three guys together and it's 900 
pounds on one guy, essentially.” 

While Armstrong is pleased with the field goal 


< 


block team, his return game has been dogged by per- 
sonnel changes and injuries. Sean Harris and Barry 
Minter are among those players new to the unit, and 
‘Ty Hallock, Brian Urlacher and Casey Wiegmann 
have been moved off the return team. Hallock was 
released with an injury settlement while Urlacher and 
Wiegmann have joined the starting lineup. Backups 
are primarily used on special teams. 

Through it all, Glyn Milburn is still averaging 23.6 
yards on 10 kickoff returns, up from the 23.4 he aver- 
aged when he went to the Pro Bow! last season. 
However, in the first four games he was unable to 
break a return longer than 34 yards. The last two sea- 
sons he had returns of 94 and 93 yards. 

“T's more team than anything else with Glyn,” 
Armstrong said. “The biggest thing with us on our 
return game is our timing. We don't have our timing. 
right now. We're working on it, and I'm sure it will 
kick in at some point. 2 

“A lot of it has to do with new guys and rookies.” 


— Larry Mayer 


Eddie picks up Walter’s torch 


Eddie Paytonnever came close 
to matching his famous brother 
on the football field, but the 49- 
year-old is picking up where 
Sweetness left off when it comes 
to random acts of kindness. 

Payton, who played for the 
Browns, Lions, Chiefs and 
Vikings during five NFL seasons, 
will lend his support to a high 
school running back who was 
paralyzed from the neck down 
during a Sept. 15 football game. 

Payton told the Chicago Sun- 
‘Times he would visit Eisenhower 
High's Rasul “Rocky” Clark 
when Eddie comes to town next 
month. Eddie read about Rocky's 
injury and his admiration for 


Walter in a newspaper article. 


Walter died last Nov. 1 of bile 


“What can you say about Brian?” Jauron said. “It's fun to watch him play f duct canst athe apo 


C4 THEY SAID IT 


“I know if Walter was here, he 
already would have been out to 
see him,” Eddie said. ‘Thope to, in 
some way, instill what he would 
have said to Rocky and hopefully 
make him feel better. It's amazing, 
what the human spirit can do 
witha little encouragement.” 

Clark, who fractured two ver- 
tebra in his neck, is at St. James 
Hospital in Olympia Fields and 
will soon be transferred to the 
Rehabilitation Institute of 
Chicago. Students froma Chicago 
school recently brought him a 
copy of Walter Payton’s recently- 
released book, “Never Die Easy.” 

“We have gotten a lot of love 
from a lot of people,” his mother 
told the Sun-Times. “We have to 


keep praying.” 
— Larry Mayer 


Eddie Payton 


| Pm going to do everything | pos- 
| sibly can to get everything going 
the right way. | take responsibil- 
ity to the fullest that we are 0-4. 


I put it on my 
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5 Biding his time: Jim Miller doesn’t want 

to become a career backup at age 29. He also 

doesn’t want to rock the boat with the Bears. 
Cover photo by Steve Woltmann 
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4 Saying sorry: One day after criticizing 
Bears fans who booed him, quarterback Cade 
McNown apologizes for his comments. 


9 Memory lane: Walter Payton and the 
Bears defense each delivered devastating 1-2 
punches in a dominant 22-3 win over the New 
Orleans Saints on Sept. 14, 1980 at Soldier Field. 


aul Center of attention: Offensive lineman 
Casey Wiegmann is finally getting his oppor- 
tunity to shine at his natural position. 
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Packers safety Darren Sharper gets away with a facemask penalty while 
bringing down James Allen in the Bears’ 27-24 win Sunday at Green Bay. 
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BIG PLAY DAY: Marcus Robinson 
caught TD passes of 68 and 58 
yards in Bears’ win at Green Bay. 
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By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


One day after throwing three interceptions 
and criticizing Bears fans who booed him, 
embattled quarterback Cade McNown called a 
press conference at Halas Hall to apologize for 
his comments. 

McNown was booed throughout the 21-14 
loss to the New York Giants Sept. 24. The defeat 
left the 0-4 Bears as the NFC's only winless 
team. After being escorted to the locker room 
bya security guard following Chicago's second 
home game of the season, McNown stepped to 
a podium and suggested that disgruntled fans 
should stay away from Soldier Field. 

“7 feel like I've had four road games,” he 
said at the time. “I think everybody knows that 
we're not a team that's motivated by fans that 
come to the game and yell and boo at us. 
They're not a motivating factor: If they're really 
hurt by us not playing well, they probably 
should just not come to the games and save 
their boos for the TV.” 

After contemplating what he had said 
Sunday night—and discussing the matter with 
team president Ted Phillips, head coach Dick 
Jauron and personnel boss Mark Hatley the 
next morning — McNown entered the Halas 
Hall press room to deliver an apology. 

“After a lot of thinking (Sunday) night in 
regards to what I said about our fans, I felt 
bad,” McNown said. “Lacted out of frustration, 
said some things that, in a sense, put people 
down for just saying what they feel. 1 wanted 
everybody to know that I'm going to do every- 
thing in my power, and I know everybody on 

* the team is going to do everything in their 
power, to make sure that those boos we hear 
during games are turned into cheers. 

“Tknow that anything voiced from our fans 
is because they care. I care a lot too. Naturally, 
Im going to respond quickly. But (Sunday) I 
don't think my response was an appropriate 
one and J feel bad. 

“J am apologizing for what I said. We just 
came off the field and lost our fourth game ina 
row, and (1) certainly felt like I was getting sin- 
gled out. But I know that when we start win- 

* ning, right or wrong, I'll be singled out again in 


: G&G 
McNown apologizes 


Says sorry to fans, vows to turn boos into cheers 


Photo by Tim Parker 
Cade McNown returns to Soldier 


Field Sunday for the first time since 
his critical remarks about Bear fans. 


a good way.” 

The press conference marked the second 
time in as many weeks McNown had to clari- 
fy comments he made immediately following 
a loss. After overthrowing Marcus Robinson 
twice and Macey Brooks once on deep passes 
ina 147 defeat to the New York Giants Sept. 17 
at Soldier Field, McNown suggested his 
receivers may have been tired. A few days later, 
he backtracked on those comments after 
Robinson and others took umbrage. 

“Tt was my fault,” McNown said later. “I 
overthrew the ball. Period. I said maybe this 
happened or maybe that happened. The bot- 
tom line is if he's open and the ball isn't in his 
hands because it's overthrown it's my fault. I 
need to make it happen. Period.” 

Criticizing fans and teammates isn't the best 
way to make friends and influence people. But 


the Bears should have seen this coming. In Pro 
Football Weekly's 1999 Draft Preview, a cap- 
sule on McNown reveals that he “is not popu- 
lar with all his (UCLA) teammates, and some 
seem to think he is arrogant.” 

Asked if he feared the outspoken McNown 
was alienating teammates, Jauron said: “He's 
got a very out-going personality. He's confi- 
dent, he's sure of himself. I think at times he is 
misunderstood. I'm not defending him all the 
time. I think sometimes he says exactly what he 
-means. In that regard, he can se ut people off 
and he does put people off. On the other hand, 
he is pretty up front and open. I don't believe 
there's anything hidden about him. I don't find 
anything devious about him. 

“He's a straightforward guy and he's a very 
competitive guy. I think that shows up on the 
field too, I certainly can see he could rub peo- 
ple wrong, and that's true of all ofus. Weall rub 
somebody the wrong way. We're not right for 
everybody.” 


Although he's experienced far more uj 
than downs, no one knows more about the 
pressure-packed fishbowl existence of an 
NFL quarterback than Green Bay Packers 
star Brett Favre. 

The future Hall of Famer threw 24 inter- 
ceptions in 1993 before rebounding to win 
three league MVP awards and a Super Bow1. 
Asked prior to last Sunday's Bears-Packers 
game about what advice he'd give McNown, 
Favre said: 

“Tn order to appreciate the good times, 
you almost have to experience bad times. It 
happens to everyone. No one's ever perfect, 
especially at the quarterback position. You 
handle the play every play. Everything you 
ever do or say is magnified twice as much as 
the next guy: 

“You have to be careful about what you 
say, as hard as it may be. It's easy after a game 
when everyone's giving you a hard time to 
blame someone else or say something nega- 


Bad times always precede 
good times, Favre advises 


McNown | 
starting QB job 


' Cade McNown retained his starting job 

for Sunday's game in Green Bay even after 

throwing three i against the Lions 

and directing an offense that generated just 21 
in three games. 

The 1999 first-round draft pick has shown 
flashes of ability but continues to be dogged 
by inconsistent play. 

“The thing | like about him as an athlete is 
that he is very ,” said head eaach 
Dick Jauron. “He's very tough: The contact 
part of professional football does not bother 
a 

there. 

's he got to improve is he’s got to 
Peps es ahs eae ae 
on his decision-making within our offense. 
He doesn't play outside of our offense, but he 
doesn't make the best decisions inside of it. 
He's got to take what the defense gives him, 
rw healfewoubikess bavesttteane He 
gets impatient on the field.” 

~ Lary Mayer 


Brett Favre" 
‘Be careful about 
what you say’ 


tive towards the fans, (But) they pay their 
money and they're entitled to say what they 
want. Whether it’s fair or not is beside the 
point. Just bear with it because when times 
do get better and you start playing well, 
they'll be right back with you. Then under 
your own breath you can say, Ttold you so.’ 

“But you don't need to come out and be 
outspoken. I've always been a quiet guy on 
the field and off the field. Ilet my play do the 
talking. There are times when it's not very 
good and people are going to say what 
they're going to say. You just kind of live with 
itand goon. 

“1f he's confident in his ability, then he 
shouldn't be worried. He shouldn't have to 
speak out in his own defense.” 


- Larry Mayer 
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It's a question nobody on the Bears’ coach- 
ing staff really wants to answer: if you had to 
win one game to make the playoffs, who 

‘ would be your quarterback? 

“Right now, it's Cade,” offensive coordina- 
tor Gary Crowton said before the Bears played 
the New York Giants two weeks ago. 

The majority of Bears fans beg to differ. 
After hearing the chants of “Miller, Miler’ 
from the crowd at Soldier Field while 
McNown struggled against the Detroit Lions 
Sept. 24, it's clear Bears fans have a good grasp 
of the quarterback situation: Cade McNown 
might be the future, but if the Bears want to 
win now, Jim Miller is their man. 

“T've played for a lot of teams and the sec- 

" ond-string quarterback normally is the fan 
favorite most, of the time,” Miller said. “I just 
think all our problems are not just the quarter- 
back position. People are quick to point [at the 
quarterback] because that's the position that 
sticks out the most.” 

It's an awkward situation for Miller. He's 
not ready to become a career backup. At 29, he 
feels he has many years left, certainly enough 
to sustain a pretty good run for some team. 

:On the other hand, he doesn’t want to rock 
a boat that already is taking on more water 
than it can handle. So even though he appreci- 
ates the fans’ faith in him, it's a delicate situa- 
tion. 

“1 want to play,” Miller said. “When I re- 
signed here, it was [with] the understanding 
that,"’You're going to compete for the job’ T 
think hurting my elbow [in training camp] 

- obviously became a factor because then Cade's 
reps increased. 

“But I think everyone knows the direction 
the team was going. It was pretty clear-cut. 
Cade's a young talent who's going to get better. 
He has gotten better and he's going to continue 
to get better.” 

So instead of fanning the flames of a quar- 
terback controversy, Miller is content to wait 
for his Opera though in the eyes of 
many it should already have come this season 
as the Bears opened with four consecutive loss- 


es, 

‘Td like to think I'm young and I've got 
some years ahead of me, and I want to play, 
too,” Miller said. “But... think 'm a team guy. I 
support our team in any way I can and I'll con- 
tinue to support it. 


“But do I want to play? Yes, Ido. And they 
know that upstaits. know I want to com- 
pete and I want to play. But that's just the situ- 
ation we have right now. We just have to get 
better and go with it.” 

As with most big decisions (Curtis Enis at 
fullback, Brian Urlacher at middle linebacker, 
etc, etc.), the Bears are going to be slow to 
make a move with McNown-even though 
Miller is proven as a short-term solution. 

Prior to the Detroit game, Crowton said the 
team would stick with McNown, but might go 
to Miller for a series or two if McNown needed 
to settle down. 

It sure looked like it would be Miller's turn 
after the first half against the Lions. The Bears 
trailed 14-0. McNown was 8-of-15 for 98 yards 
and an interception. And the Bears were 0-of-6 
on third-down conversions. 

But Jauron still stuck with McNown. 

“It's just generally confidence in 
[McNown],” Jauron said. “I thought he would 
tum it around. You always feel that way. And 
he did. He made some big plays. He just didn't 
make enough.” 

Miller never really warmed up, but looked 
antsy on the sidelines. 

“Tm ready to play,’ he said. “I think I pre- 
pare well. That's just your job. When your 
name's called...you've got to be ready.” 

Unless McNown has a complete meltdown 
and gets worse before he gets better, Miller's 
window of opportunity might be closing 
quickly. As the Bears’ playoff hopes diminish, 
they might be better off suffering through 
McNown's mistakes and hoping it pays off 
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P season. If McNown is truly 
the future, it wouldn't make 
sense to go to Miller just to finish 
6-10 again. 

“We haven't gotten there yet,” 
Jauron said. “I could say that 
[would be the way to go}, but it's 
not where we are. We're through 
one quarter of the season. No 
doubt we've put ourselves in a 
big hole. But we've got three 
quarters to play.” 

The Bears are totally commit- 
ted to McNown as their future. 
He still gets most, if not all, the 
starting reps in practice. If Miller [ 
were anything more than an 
emergency option, he'd share the 
first-team reps. 

It was a similar situation last 
year, when McNown was injured 
at Green Bay. Miller stepped in 
without any first-team practice 

and threw three interceptions in the first 
hale. He recovered in the second half to throw 
a touchdown pass that provided the margin of 
victory in a 14-13 win over the Packers. 

It makes a difference. McNown had been 
sharing first-team reps with Shane Matthews 
last year. So when he was called upon after 
Matthews suffered a hamstring injury in the 
fourth quarter at Minnesota, he was efficient 


and effective in closing out a 24-22 victory. 
Still, Miller said he'll be prepared if called 
upon. 
“Right now I do a lot of the scout reps and 
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Photo by Steve Woltmann 
Bears quarterback Jim Miller passed 
for an average of 328 yards in his 
three starts last season. 
that's basically [it],’ Miller said. “You just have 
to do the mental reps when Cade's getting his. 
I feel more comfortable in our offense, if that's 
[the question]. In the reads and what we're try- 
ing to accomplish on every play, I feel pretty 
good about it.” 


Mark Potash covers the Bears for the Chicago 
Sun-Times. 
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NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 


Jim Flanigan and the Bears look for their second 
straight win over the Saints Sunday in Chicago. 


Capacity: 66,944. 


return to Chicago. 


Soldier Field. 


By Gene Chamberlain 
Bear Report Correspondent 


‘There are losing teams in the NFL, 
and the Bears finally get to face one. 

For the first time since they played the 
San Diego Chargers Nov. 21, 1999, the 
Bears play a team with a losing record. 

The New Orleans Saints are not only 
a team with a losing record, but the 
league's classic losers. With only five 
winning records in 33 seasons and no 
playoff victories, it’s little wonder the 
Saints have two team logos — their offical 
one of the Fleur de Lis and their unofficial 
one of the disgruntled fan wearing a 
paper bag over his head. 

Coach Mike Ditka’s losing regime is 
over in New Orleans, but Jim Haslett’s 
new regime has struggled to establish 
offensive continuity while continuing to 
further a tradition of strong defense. 

The offense that Bears defensive coo: 
dinator Greg Blache must prepare his 
team to face has West Coast tendencies, 


Facts and Figures 


Kickoff: Noon (ct), Sunday, Oct. 8 
Site: Soldier Field, Chicago. 


Playing surface: Natural grass 

Last meeting: Bears won 14-10 Oct. 
3, 1999 at Soldier Field. After the Bears 
committed five tumovers and failed to 
score on their first 11 possessions, QB 
Shane Matthews threw TD passes of 
22 and 6 yards to Curtis Conway in the 
final 1:48. The game-winner came with 
just :07 to play, spoiling Mike Ditka’s 


Series: Bears lead 11-8 but have lost 2 
of last 3. Bears are 7-4 vs. Saints at 


CHICAGO BEARS 


Bears, Saints on level playing field 


i since offensive coordinator Mike : 
McCarthy was a Green Bay quarterbacks 
coach last year and before that was at 
Kansas City and worked with Joe 
Montana, Elvis Grbac, Rich Gannon and 
Steve Bono. Trying to get workhorse run: 
ning back Ricky Williams to fit into this 
system has been an early project for 
McCarthy. 

The other major project has been get- 
ting quarterback Jeff Blake to fit into a 
short passing game attack. Blake's 
strength had always been the long ball 
and his lack of height (6-foot) has made it 
difficult for him to find passing Janes in 
the short passing game. He has battled 
with accuracy early, completing only 58 

it on the season. 

Although the Bears’ offense has made 
efforts in recent games to run the ball 
more, their offensive philosophy still 
emphasizes the pass. In the Saints, they 
go against a defense ranked No. 1 in the 
NFL in average passing yards allowed 
and ranked No. 1 in overall yards 


? allowed through four weeks. 


The Saints’ defense, led by end Joe 
Johnson and tackles Norman Hand and 
La’Roi Glover, hardly has household 
names at every position, but rarely gives 
up big plays. They have 14 sacks ~ sixth 
best in the league. 

The biggest Saints’ problem this sea- 
son could be something the Bears can 
exploit, and that’s special teams. With the 
Bears’ Glyn Milburn due to break a 
return, the Bears see a team that has 
allowed an average of 20 yards a punt 
return and two punt retums for touch- 
downs. They've also given up a high 
average of 28 yards per kick return. 

The Bears face a team that started 1-3 
after defeats by Detroit, Seattle and 
Philadelphia. The Saints’ first win came 
over a Ryan Leaf-led Chargers team. 

However, when you're also sitting at 
the bottom of the league and looking for 
some team chemistry, there may be los- 
ing opponents but there are no easy 


opponents. 


Who rates the advantage? By Gene Chamberlain 


ON THE AIR 
Television: Vis a wae 
(Cs Positi 
tee S> ‘ositions Comments 
Network will h/| Quarterback Blake, McNown similar -- inaccurate short, better deep. 
televise the a arn 5 5 
Safe ive VW] Running back Williams runs, catches, looks good in wedding dresses. 
a regional W] Wide receiver Joe Horn dependable, but aging Jake Reed is fading. 
eneleree, V1 Tight end Andrew Glover solid, but Allred-Mayes used more. 
Radio: z - ae ak 
GEREN W/| Offensive line Bears weathered injuries and have stood their ground. 
Ne pal W] Defensive line Johnson, Glover, Hand, Howard Saints’ biggest strength. 
Renate V| Linebackers Urlacher rookie of the year? Saints trio non-descript. 
Arkush and WV] Secondary Bears drop potential INTs; Saints not flashy, but effective. 
Tom Thayer 


announcing. 


Special teams 


Saints PK Brien dependable, but coverage units poor. 
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2 Aaron Brooks 6-4 205 24 2 Virginia 
4 Te i 4 North Te Cade McNown ... 6-1 208 23 2 UCLA 
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; eanree Pry ac oniacatts Shane Matthews . . 63 196 30 7 Florida 
10" Dove Bilomig see oe 2 Brent Bartholomew . . 62 220 23 2 Ohio State 
’ 12s dakelDelnomme,: ASL eC ie) 20 eee ea sieves dim Miller. ss... 62 215 28 = 7 ‘Michigan State 
18 Jeff Blake . . 6-0 210 29 9 East Carolina SamesiAllOi nce. 6410 215 SAS eGK chou 
22 Fred Thomas . . 5:9 172 27 5 Tenn.-Martin R.W. McQuarters . . 5-9 198 23 3 Oklahoma State 
23 Kevin Mathis . . 5-9 181 26 4 Tex. A&M-Commerce Shawn Wooden 5-11 205 26 5 Notre Dame 
24 Fred Weary .. 5-10 181 26 3 Florida Jerry Azumah . 5-10 195 22 2 New Hampshire 
25 Alex Molden, 5-10 190 27 5 Oregon Glyn Milburn, fe 5-8 176 28 8 = Stanford 
- 4 Ohio Stat Thomas Smith . S11 190 29 8 North Carolina 
27 RobKelly .. 6-0 199 26 io State Fs ea 
i Walt Harris 5-11 195 26 5 Mississippi State 
28 Chris Oldham 5-9 200 31 10 Oregon f ° 
i Frankie Smiti 5-9 194 31 8 Baylor 
29 Sammy Knight... . 6-0 205 25, 4 8. California SAE cee So Ro stvccies 
30.) Chad Morton .. 5-8 186 23° RS. California MaroniBamea 69 216. 54 Tee Coicrado 
32 Jerald Moore .. 5-9 230 25 4 Oklahoma Tony Ramish « B10 241 24 3 Washington 
84 Ricky Williams .. + 5-10 236 23 2 Texas Mike Green . 60 176 23 R Northwestern State 
36 Michael Hawthorne . CB 6-3 196 23 R_ Purdue Curtis Enis 6-0 250 24 3 Penn State 
37 Todd Franz 60 194 24 R Tulsa Ray McElroy . ; ' 5-11 196 28 5  Eastem Ilinois 
38 Darren Perry . 5-11 200 3t 8 Penn State Warrick Holdman .........LB 6-4 246 24 2 Texas A&M 
40 Brian Milne . 63 254 27. 4_- Penn State saan Dich. Bees ee Weenies 
44 Terrelle Smith . . 6-0 246 22 R_— Arizona State an ANTS ‘ sant 
SS UNG aint 87 Olin Kreutz 62 285 23 3 Washington 
GA ROSS ME ce¢ Ce BD nels ate 58 Chris Villarrial...... 6-4 308 27 5 _ indiana (PA) 
51 PhilClarke'..... aol 23, 2 Pittsburgh 59  Rosevelt Colvin .. . 63 254 23 2 Purdue 
53 Dante Jones... 62 236 28 6 Nebraska 60. Casey Wiegmann . 6-3 285 25 6 Iowa 
54 + Darrin Smith... 6-1 230 30 8 Miami 62 Robert Newkirk 6-3 290 23 1 Michigan State 
55 Mark'Fields .... 62 244 27 6 Washington 64 Rex Tucker ... 65 315 23 «2 Texas A&M 
56 Charlie Clemons 62 250 28 864 «Georgia 65 Patrick Mannelly 65 270 25 3 Duke 
59 ‘Keith Mitchell . . 62 245 26 4 Texas‘AeM 71 James Williams. 6-7 331 31 40 Cheyney State (PA) 
62 Jerry Fontenot 63 300 33 12 Texas A&M ed elites Eins Ge ge TS EER Sion 
al 4 75 Todd Perry . 6-5 308 29 8 Kentucky 
63 Wally Williams . . . 62 321 29 8 Florida AaM 78 Brad Culpepper Bet cers Pe che fren 
ye INE Gay 1) 2a Ses ee tee 78 Blake Brockermeyer 6-4 300 26.6 Texas 
68 Kyle Turley . 65 300 24 3 San Diego St. 79°. deny Wisnessixc 66 315 sae ia INGteIDEnnS! 
69 Tom Ackerman 63 296 28 5 _E. Washington Dez White...... 60 219 2A R Georgia Tech 
70 — Marcus Price . 68 321 28 ye) SU Eddie Kennison . 60 198 or = 16) ksi) 
76 Tutan Rayes . 6-3 299 22 R_ Mississippi Macey Brooks: 6-5 212 24 2 James Madison 
77 William-Roaf . 6-5 312 30 8 Louisiana Tech rie Ale be tee ae e oe Za 
78 (Di I. 6-5 2 — Southern Mi lonzo Mayes . 5 lahoma State 
eA ig Be aaee8 ee PETE Marty Booker... 511 215 24 2 _ Northwest Louisiana 
80 Robert Wilson 511 176 26 2 Florida A&M ' 
81 Lamont Hall 6-4 260 25 2 Cl D'Wayne Bates . 62 215 24 2 Northwestern 
pela age a ett Marcus Robinson 63 215 24 4 South Carolina 
82 Andrew Glover . 66 252 33 10 Grambling postatumanh Ba 250 oy IR sWakeiRoveat 
83 | Keith Poole 6-0 183 _ 26 4 Arizona St. Van Tuinei . 6-4 290 28 4 Arizona 
84 , Austin Wheatley 6-3 254 22 RR lowa Khari Samuel . . 6-3 240 23 2 Massachusetts 
86 ‘Jake Reed 63 216 32 10 Grambling Bary Minter. . 62 250 29 «88 Tulsa 
87 Joe Horn . 61 206 28 5 _Itawmba (Miss.) J.C. Phillip Daniels 65 290 27 «8 Georgia 
Willie Jackson 6-1 212 28 7 Florida Troy. Wilson . . 64 257 29 5 Pittsburgh State 
Dave Stachelski 6-3 | 245 23. R__ Boise State ee foie es Mcstorny caren 
Hoes See eo meyer oan Bryan Robinson 6-4 300 26 4 ‘Fresno State 
lartin Chase . 6-2 310 25 3 Oklahoma Jim Flani S 
igan ... 6-2 290 29 7 Notre Dame 
Darren Howard 6-3 281 23 R_ Kansas St. Practice squad 
Joe Johnson. 6-4 270 28 7 Louisville 26 Todd McMillon . . 5-10 183 27 4 Northem Arizona 
Marques Douglas . 6-2 270 23 1 Howard. 38 Brian Edwards 6-1 220 24 2 __ E. Tennessee State 
‘ La’Roi Glover . 6-2 285 26 5 San Diego St. 49 Frank Leatherwood . 6-2 260 23 1 Appalachian State 
Willie Whitehead . 6-3 285 27 2 Auburn $2 Dustin Cohen .. 6-3 236 23 R Miami (Ohio) 
Norman Hand 63 310 28 6 Mississippl 63 Brad Williams . 6-4 295 22 =-R_ Notre Dame 
Players on Reserve Injured Reserve 
21 Steve Israel 5-1 197 31 ~—9_—~Pittsburgh some ienele Aust BO eS ees RANE bore 
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play their first home Jim Dick 

ae ae Haslett Jauron 

Giicsal prea apes should stay Jim Haslett, 44, is the Dick Jauron, 49, was y 
18th head coach in the 6-14 through four - 


home and saye their boos for the TV. He later 


apologized, but don’t expect 
ed like a long lost son by the parti 


The condition 


him to be greet- 
fans. 
Field 


Saints’ 34-year history. 
Haslett, a candidate 
for the Bears’ head- 
coaching job in 1999, 
played nine NFL seasons as a line- 
backer for the Buffalo Bills and 

was 
Defensive Rookie of the Year in 


the Associated Press 


weeks in his second 
season as Bears head 
coach, 
worst record by a 

coaching regime through 20 games in 


the second 


franchise history. Only Abe Gibron 


(5-14-1) got off to a worse start 
as head coach through 20 


1979. He became an NFL assis- 
tant coach in 1993 and served 
as Pittsburgh Steelers defensive 
coordinator from 1997-99. 


games. Jauron played eight NFL 
seasons as a Safety and served 
as an NFL assistant for 14 years 

before being hired by the Bears. 
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THOMAS SMITH 


JOE HORN 


Horn (6-1, 206) has quietly emerged as the Saints’ chief 
threat in the fifth year of a career that hasn’tbeen filled with big 
numbers. Prior to last season, Horn had only 18 NFL catches 
while with the Chiefs. He has 28 catches this season after sign- 
ing a free agent deal with New Orleans in the off-season. 

Hom only played junior college ball (Itawamba, Miss.) and 
got his introduction to pro football in the CFL with the 
Memphis Mad Dogs in 1995. 

‘Two years prior to that he had been out of football entirely 
and was washing dishes and working in a furniture factory to 
support his family. 

Thomas Smith struggled to prevent big plays in his first 
games as a Bear, and against Tampa Bay in Week 2 had a bout 
with three pass interference calls, 

Smith helped hold Randy Moss to two catches in the sea- 
son-opener, but allowed a key 66-yard pass to Moss, then got 
beat by Keyshawn Johnson for a TD pass against Tampa Bay, 
and gave up a 34-yard strike against the Giants. 

He also was playing zone coverage alongside Walt Harris 
and helped allow a disastrous 36-yard TD pass to Germane 
Crowell just before halftime against Detroit. 


BLAKE BROCKERMEYER 


we 
JOE JOHNSON 


The 13th player chosen in the 1994 draft, Johnson is very 
familiar with the Bears’ left tackle since the two faced each 
other twice in 1998 while Brockermeyer played with the 
Carolina Panthers, and at times in a 1997 game when Johnson 
had been moved from tackle. 

Brockermeyer allowed Johnson only one sack in those 
games. 

Johnson started his career at defensive tackle but a major 
weight loss of 30 pounds and focus on conditioning helped 
him become an established player in 1995. He moved from 
tackle in 1996 to right end due to an injury to Darren Mickell. 
He split time between both positions in ‘96 and ‘97 and Mike 
Ditka had him moved to right end in 1998. Johnson is 6-4, 270, 
but uses his strength more than speed in his pass rush. Like the 
Bears’ Phillip Daniels, he is an avid power lifter. 

Brockermeyer is back after a bout-with a skin infection on 
his upper arm. He hadn’t been beaten for a sack by his man in 
the first three games, although Tampa Bay did get two blitzes 
by onhis side of the line. 
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BRIAN URLACHER 


e 
RICKY WILLIAMS 


Injuries helped hold Williams to 884 yards on 258 carries 
(35 yards per carry) his rookie season, but the Saints’ new 
coaching regime has made it a point to get Williams greatly 
involved in all facets of the offense. 

Williams has shown a greater ability as a receiver than 
anticipated coming into the NFL. He had 28 catches last year 
and this season is the Saints’ second-leading receiver with 20 
catches. His yards-per-carry average ishalfa yard higher than 
last year's final average. 

The Saints have had to go to Williams out of the backfield 
more as a receiver because a preseason, season-ending injury 
to tight end Cam Cleeland took away a valuable possession 
receiver. 

‘Urlacher has come on quickly at starting middle linebacker, 
after opening the season on the banch while being played at 
strong-side linebacker. He registered two sacks and an inter- 
ception in his first two starts. 

Urlacher displayed an early problem recognizing, play- 
action passes but quickly corrected. He has been adept at 
breaking up screen passes and the Saints use Williams on 
screen passes and in play-action passes to a large extent. 


WHEN THE BEARS HAVE THE BALL WHEN THE SAINTS HAVE THE BALL 


RCB 


24 WEARY 
96 Hawthorne 


29 KNIGHT 
28 Oldham 


39, PERRY 
27 Kelly 


51 CLARKE 
56 Clemons 


55 FIELDS 
54 Smith 


99 HAND. 
92 Chase 


94 JOHNSON 
98 Whitehead 


97 GLOVER 
90 Tomich 
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57 KREUTZ 
60 Wiegmann 


8 MCNOWN 
15 Miller 
9 Matthews 


20 ALLEN 
24 Milbum 


82 KENNISON 78 BROCKERMEYER 
86 Booker 74 Herndon, 
83 Brooks 


75 PERRY 
64 Tucker 


58 VILLARRIAL 71 WILLIAMS 
64 Tucker 


LCB 


23 MATHIS 
25 Molden 
22 Thomas 


RCB 


25 SMITH 
23 Azumah 


‘59 MITCHELL 
53 Jones 


53 HOLDMAN 
92 Minter 


93 DANIELS 
96 Simmons 


93 HOWARD 
85 Douglas 


86 REED 
83 Poole 
80 Wilson 


77 ROAF 
78 Terrell 
76 Reyes 


84 ALLRED 


79 Wisne 85 Mayes 


89 Lyman 


88 ROBINSON. 
80 White 
87 Bates 


47 McElroy 


87 PARRISH. 
29 Smith 
43 Green 


27 HARRIS 
21 McQuarters 
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59 COLVIN 
55 Harris 


54 URLACHER 
91 Samuel 


98 ROBINSON 
‘95 Wilson 


99 FLANIGAN 
76 Culpepper 
62 Newkirk 
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63WILLIAMS 62 FONTENOT 
69 Ackerman 


65 NAEOLE 
69 Ackerman 


GB TURLEY — 82GLOVER 
70 Price 81 Hall 
84 Wheatley 


69 Ackerman. 


12 Delhomme 


44 SMITH 
40 Milne 
47 Houser 
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©). TALE OF THE TAP 
SS 


New Orleans Saints 
at 
Chicago Bears 
(Rankings through Week 4) 


* OFFENSIVE RANKINGS 


TOTAL OFFENSE 14 22 
Rushing offense 9 13 
Passing offense 20 23 
Total yards per play 14 ~~, 27 
Rushing average 2 ik) 
Passing average 25) 27 
Percentage had intercepted 20 19 
Sacks allowed per pass play 15 17 
First downs per game 25 14 
Third down efficiency 26 8 

Fourth down efficiency 14 (t) 19 (t) 
Punt return average 21 13 
Kickoff return average 19 13 
Gross punt average 30 14 
Net punt average 28 30 

Points per game 30 26 (t) | 
Field goal percentage 29 (t) 14 (t) 


DEFENSIVE RANKINGS 


TOTAL DEFENSE 24 1 
Rushing defense 29 10 
Passing defense 12 1 
Total yards per play 23 1 
H Rushing average 27 8 
Passing average 22 3 
Percentage intercepted by 28 1H 
Sacks per pass play 19 3 
First downs per game 22 4 (t) 
Third down efficiency 21 (t) 11 id 
Fourth down efficiency 1 2 (t) 
Punt return average 12 30 
Kickoff return average 2) 29 
Gross punt average 7 11 (t) 
Net punt average 3 12 
Points per game 26 17 (t) 
Opponents’ FG percentage 1 (t) 19 (t) 
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As part of every 
game preview this 
season in Bear 
Report, we will take a 
look back ata 
memorable game 
played between the 
Bears and their 
upcoming opponent. 


Payton ran 
wild in win 


By Larry Mayer 


Managing Editor 


Walter Payton and the Bears defense each 
delivered devastating 1-2 punches in a domi- 
nant 22-3 win over the New Orleans Saints on 
Sept. 14, 1980 at Soldier Field. 

Sweetness rushed for 183 yards on 18 car- 
ries, the fifth best output of his Hall of Fame 
career. Contributing to that total was a 69-yard 
TD run, then the longest of his career, and a 61- 
yarder earlier in the game. On the touchdown, 
Payton stiff-armed comerback Ricky Ray and 
dragged him 15 yards into the end zone. 

On defense,\Alan Page and Dan Hampton 
each recorded two of the Bears’ six sacks, and 
both took credit for breaking the nose of Saints 
quarterback Archie Manning. Page and 
Hampton apologized after the game. 

“7 hit him face to face with my helmet,’ 
Hampton said. “Either it broke his face mask or 
tore off his chin strap and hit him in the face. 
Right away you could see his face get real red. 
You could almost see it swell up. He's a hecku- 
va competitor to come back.” 

“J hit Archie while he was going down,” 
Page said. “Nothing dirty about the play, but I 
knew I shouldn't have done it while I was 
doing it. Football is violent enough as it is. 
That's one I wish I had back.” 

One of Page's sacks went for a safety, the 
third of his career which tied an NFL record. 

Manning didn't‘seem to care which Bear 
was responsible for breaking his nose. 

“Al apologized to me, so figured he must 
be the one who did it,” Manning said. "I told 
him there were no hard feelings, because that's 
all part of the game.” 

After Manning's nose was broken, he 
returned to the game and was sacked four 
more times. 

“T think (the injury) affected him,” 
Hampton said. “He's supposed to be watching 
receivers, but once you get hurt, you've got to 
be watching for the too. It's just human 
nature.” 

Hampton did his damage against tackle 
Stan Brock, then a rookie first round draft pick 
from Colorado who had been touted as the 
best pass blocker in college football. 

“Hampton's the best I've gone against,” 
Brock said. “This is 100 percent different than 
college.” 

NG 


NFL FLAGS 
\j 3x5’ Nylon $39.95 


FLY-ME FLAG CO., LLC 
1720 S. Ashland, Green Bay 
800-236-3524 


BEARS 22, New Orleans 3 
Sept. 14, 1980 
Soldier Field 


The Bears won before a then-record Soldier 
Field crowd of 62,523. They took a 10-3 lead on 
the final play of the first quarter when Mike 
Phipps and tight end Bob Fisher connected on 
56-yard TD pass. Remarkably, it was the first 
score by a Bears tight end since Greg Latta’s 
miracle catch to beat the Kansas City Chiefs 28- 
27 in the final seconds on Nov. 13, 1977. 

Phipps completed just 7 of 24 passes for 115 
yards. Bob Thomas kicked field goals of 37 and 
34 yards to give the Bears a 13-3 halftime lead. 

“Payton made all those yards on tworuns,” 
lamented Saints coach Dick Nolan. “We 
missed tackles on them and on the TD pass 
that broke the game open. 

“But the worst part was not being able to 
move the ball. I can't remember when we were 
held to three points by anybody.” 


Attention 
Bears Fans 


Travel package and 
individual game tickets are 
now on sale for this season. 


Home Games Away Games. 
N.Y. Giants NY. Jets 
Indianapolis Buffalo 
New England Philadelphia 
New Orleans San Francisco 

All Division Teams } All Division Teams 


All trips can include any of the 
following items: 
e Game Ticket — Endzone — 50 Yard 
¢ Hotel Accommodations 
Airline Tickets 
Tailgate party 


Diamond Travel 
1(602) 870-9197 
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He made an effort. You have to give him 
that. 

Bears quarterback Cade McNown, who 
usually graces the media with his wisdom 
once a week, held an impromptu news confer- 
ence last Monday at Halas Hall to apologize for 
some negative comments he made about 
Soldier Field fans after a 21-14 loss Sunday to 
the Detroit Lions. 

Mostly, McNown tried. to explain himself. 
But when asked outright whether he was apol- 
ogizing, he didn't hesitate, throwing in an 

. unsought mea culpa about the season for good 
measure. 

“Tam apologizing for what I said (after the 

loss to the Lions)” McNown said. “I take 
responsibility to the fullest that we are 04. I put 
it on my.shoulders.” 
Only a cynic would question the young 
quarterback’s sincerity. Only a fool wouldn't. In 
fact, not since John Cleese was hung upside 
down by the ankles from a window in the 
movie “A Fish Called Wanda” has an apology 
sounded so good but rung so hollow. 
When asked specifically whether Bears 
president ‘Ted Phillips, coach Dick Jauron or 
vice president of player personnel Mark 
Hatley talked to him about his comments, 
McNown again didn't hesitate. 

“All three,” he said, but he insisted the idea 
_ of apologizing came from heartfelt regret and 
not front-office directive. 

McNownsaid he felt bad late Sunday when 
he reflected on his response to the boos he 
received from the Soldier Field faithful. 
McNown had said he felt like he had played 


McNown the object 
of intense scrutiny 


Apology sounds sincere but rings hollow |” 
MIKE MULLIN 


four consecutive road games. He also said fans 
who want to boo should stay home and boo 
their TV sets. 

“We had just come off the field and lost our 
fourth game in a row,” McNown said. 
“Certainly, I felt like I was being singled out. 
But I know when we start winning, right or 
wrong, I'll be singled out again in a good way.” 

McNown has a bit of Bob Knight to him. 
He's convinced he's in the right and wants peo- 
ple to understand his viewpoint. When asked 
whether he ever had to deal with boos before, 


You May Love Him, You May Lea a 


But whatever you think of Da Goach. 
you know he ducks no punches. 


‘Tough, no-holds-barred stories told 
ing buddies. combat- 
rammates, friends 
and fans, show Da Coach through the 
eyes of the people closest to him. 


Da Coach celebrates the life and col- 
orful times of a true sports original 

who has it all--guts, glory. a 
sonality to spare. 


came into the locker room 
and started pounding on an 

equipment locker. All of a sudden, 

he looked up at the trainer and 


had. We didn’t know whether to 
laugh or ery.”--Jim McMahon 


said, ‘I think I broke my hand.’ He 


“I£ you look at the Bear logo 

and a picture of him, there’s not 

much difference. He’s a human 
being in a bear’s hat.” 

B --Mike North 


6x 9/¢ 240 pages * b/w photographs throughout ¢ $19.95 cloth 
To Order By Phone Call: 1-800-335-5323, quoting order code DK. All major credit cards accepted. 


Or Send Check Payable To: Triumph Books, 601 South LaSalle Street, Suite 500, Chicago, I 60605 
Please include $5.95 for shipping and handling, 
Fax Orders Accepted At; 1-312-663-3557 
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McNown said he went through a similar 
experience at the beginning of his junior year 
at UCLA, when he was booed after a loss to 
Tennessee. 

On the way home in the car, he turned on 


the radio to hear everyone blaming him for | 
the Bruins’ woes. ry 
“People couldn't stop saying negative | 


things, so [just called in and tried to answer |’ 
some of the questions myself,” McNown | 
said. 


games after that, a fact McNown mentioned 
Monday. That winning streak is part of the rea- 
son the Bears drafted him as high as they did. 
They were convinced the kid is a winner. 

When you win, you can get away with 
some boorish behavior. When you don't, 
nobody likes to see you give a hands-on-hips 
staredown to a receiver coming back to the 
huddle. Orhear you complain about the recep- 
tion the home crowd gives you. 

“As bad as the fans want to win, I want to 
win more,” McNown said. “And I know this 
team wants to win more. I know it’s hard for 
some people to understand, but believe me, 
Im out there killing myself to do everything 

Te” 

Witha quarter of the season literally lost, the 
Bears are fast approaching the point of no 
retum with McNown. He's on the verge of 
retaining his job because victories no longer 
matter, not because he gives them the best 
chance to win. 

Despite all the offseason optimism, this 
feam looks like it's playing for a draft pick, not 
a playoff spot. If that’s the case and the only 
thing left to play for is the future, then 
McNown is your man. 

The trouble is, you run the risk of losing a 
team when you don't give yourself the 
absolute best shot to win each and every game. 
Throw in the fact that backup Jim Miller is 
much more popular in the locker room than 
McNown, and suddenly the coaching staff has 
a huge credibility problem. 

“If | make mistakes, I'm going to own up to 


UCLA went on to win 20 consecutive 
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Cade McNown apologized to Bear 
fans after discussions with Dick 
Jauron, Mark Hatiey and Ted Phillips. 
them and we move on,” McNown said 
Monday. 

But that hardly. has been a mantra early in 
his career. 

The New York Giants lost for the first time 
this season to the Washington Redskins, and 

rback Kerry Collins immediately came 
out and blamed himself. Teammates rallied 
around him. 

That's how you win friends and influence 
people on a football team, not by suggesting. 
that receivers should run faster and that fans 
should stay home. 

You suspect McNown showed his true self 
when he told the fans where to go. You suspect 
his greatest regret is that he revealed himself so 
completely, 

“| don't feel it's my position to defend 
myself to the fans in terms of my play,” he said 
when asked why the Bears should stick with 
him over Miller. “Thave to getbetter, and every 
opportunity I get, I've got to make the most of 
it 


“Talk is cheap when it comes to defending 
yourself on why you should do this or why 
you should do that. You poet it by playing, by 
working hard and getting better. 

Do that, and all is forgiven. 


Mike Mulligan covers the Bears and the NFL for 
the Chicago Sun-Times. 


WHEN DOES MY SUBSCRIPTION EXPIRE? 


That's one of the most commonly asked questions we hear at the BEAR 
REPORT. Here's how you can easily find out the answer! 


10052567 
is your account number 


10052567 0# B DECO0 ~——— | DEC00 — This is your expiration 
date, Your subscription expires within 


JOHN Q. PUBLIC 
123 KODIE LANE 
ANYTOWN, USA 00000 
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If you still have questions calf us at (60%) 837-2200 from 8:00 a.m. to 
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Wiegmann now 


Looks to shine at 
natural position as 


Kreutz replacement 


i By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


When Casey Wiegmann caught two touch- 
down passes as a fullback in a short yardage 
drill in training camp, he wasn't too eager to 
discuss his moment of glory when later 
approached by reporters. ; 

It's not that the soft-spoken Iowa product is 
an unpleasant fellow, it’s just that he has always 

, preferred to make his mark at his natural posi- 
tion on the offensive line. 

“Center's my 
position,” said Wiegmann, 
an undrafted free agent in 

] his fourth season with the 
“Fullback's just 

| something they had medo 
when they needed some- 
one to do it. They asked 
me to do it and I was will- 
ing to do it because I just 
wanted to be on the field.” 


knee. Wiegmann started 15 games in 1998 but 
lost the No. 1 job to Kreutz in training camp last 
summer, Kreutz developed into one of the 
league's finest young offensive linemen and 
was nameda Pro Bowl alternate. 

“It's a big opportunity for me,” Wiegmann 
said. “Going into the season, you don’t want 
someone to get hurt, But I wanted to play and 
it just happened to work out for me. Now I 
have to take advantage of it.” 

Wiegmann is slated to become an unrestict- 

ed free agent following this season, so the play- 
ing time he's receiving amounts to an audition 
for future employment, 
_ “Olin's going to bea restricted free agent, so 
it's an audition for him, too,” Wiegmann said. 
“Anybody who's (going to be) a free agent, it's 
an audition for them.” 

Kreutz's injury was progressing slowly last 
week and he was ruled out of the Packers 
game on the Wednesday preceding the contest. 

“Its very frustrating,” Kreutz said at the 
time. “We're 04 and I'm injured — it’s not what 
you work hard for all summer. But every game 
is a dangerous game. That's the way it goes. 
You get injured sometimes. You've just got to 
try to get better and get back.” 


On the mend: Left tackle Blake 
Brockermeyer was released from the hospital 
last Tuesday after spending six days receiving 
treatment fora skin infection on his upper right 
arm that was accompanied by a high fever. The 
sixth-year pro received intravenous antibiotics. 
He also experienced a migraine headache that 
doctors believe was caused by the infection. 

“It's very painful, but it's something a lot of 
people can't relate to because you can't see it,” 
Brockermeyer said. “Obviously you could see 


my arm because it was swollen up to the size 
of a pumpkin.” 

Last year Brockermeyer missed a game at 
Oakland after suffering from a migraine a 
week earlier during a home contest against the 
Seattle Seahawks. 

“It's a weird deal,” he said. “Two years in a 
row I've had bad luck with stuff like iets 
migraines) are the worst part of the whole 
thing. Those are what get me. Hopefully those 
are gone for a while.” 


Roster moves: The Bears waived fullback 
tumed linebacker Ty Hallock with an injury 
settlement last Tuesday. The eight-year veteran 
had missed the previous two games after 
straining his abdomen at Tampa Bay, a recur- 
rence of an injury originally suffered in the pre- 


season. 
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Hallock moved to linebacker during the off- 
season after playing his first two seasons with 
the Bears at fullback. He is not eligible to return 
to the Bears’ active roster until Week 13 but can 
sign with any other team before that time. 

The Bears filled the roster spot by promot- 
ing defensive tackle Robert Newkirk from the 
practice squad. The 6-3, 290-pounder was orig- 
inally signed by the Dallas Cowboys as an 
undrafted free agent out of Michigan State (the 
same school that produced Hallock) and spent 
most of the season on the Cowboys practice 
squad. 

Newkirk was signed to the New Orleans 
Saints active roster Dec. 1 and played in the 
final five games. His tackle on former team- 
mate Emmitt Smith resulted in a fumble that 
was retumed for the game-winning touch- 
down last Dec. 24 at the Superdome. 
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The Bears filled the vacant spot on the prac- 
tice squad by resigning running back Brian 
Edwards, who was a member of Chicago's 
practice squad from Aug, 29-Sept. 12. 


Rally time: Bears linebackers coach Dale 
Lindsey was employed in the same capacity 
on Bobby Ross's coaching staff with the 1992 
San Diego Chargers, the only team in NFL his- 
tory that rebounded from an 0-4 start to make 
the playoffs. San Diego won 11 of its last 12 


“Bobby just kept pushing the players and 
let them know he wasn't going to back off," 
Lindsey told the Chicago Sun-Times. "He was- 
n't going to change what he was going to do, 
and eventually it's going to help. It'll happen 
here, too. I don't know if we're going to win 11 
of 12, but we're better than 0-4.” 


Print 


This full color, limited edition commemorative print represents the ultimate in collectable Bears memorabilia. The edition consists of 750 regular and 
75 artist proofs in the Signature Series and 750 regular and 75 artist proofs in the Unsigned Series. Each Signature Series print is personally auto- 
graphed by: Doug Atkins, George Blanda, Doug Buffone, Dick Butkus, Jim Covert, Mike Ditka, Gary Fencik, Dan Hampton, Haron Hill, 
Stan Jones, Sid Luckman, George McAfee, Jim McMahon, Johnny Morris, George Musso, Gale Sayers, Mike Singletary, Clyde Turner, Bill 
Wade and Walter Payton. Each print is signed and numbered by the artist and comes with a C.0.A. and an LD. Card. ; 


Unsigned Series regular print 25” x 37” . . 
Signature Series regular print 27” x 37” . 


$225.00 
. - $995.00 


Pricing for the Signature Series is guaranteed until December 1, 2000. 

A $250 increase is effective thereafter. Shipping and tax additional. 
Framing option as shown 36” x 44” 
CALL: 1-800-697-8172 THE GALLERY OF SPORTS ART 
www.galleryofsportsart.com — 4162 S. 108th St., Greenfield, WI 53228 
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_ By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Winning games in dramatic. fashion at 
Lambeau Field is beginning to become a habit 
for the Bears. 

One year after. Bryan ' Robinson's 
"Immaculate Deflection" snapped a 10-game 
skid to their arch rivals, the Bears almost 
turned an apparent laugher into a tear-jerker 
Sunday before escaping Green Bay with a 
heart-pounding 27-24 victory. 

Chicago (1-4) won its first game of the sea- 
son by building a 24-3 lead and surviving a late 
rally as Bear-killer Brett Favre threw three 
touchdown passes in the final 18 minutes. The 
Bears didn't cinch the win until defensive end 
Phillip Daniels nailed Favre with a blind-side 
hit, forcing a fourth down incompletion at the 
Bears’ 44-yard line with :07 left to play. 

‘The Bears snapped a six-game losing streak 
dating back to last season and avoided losing: 
their fourth division contest in five weeks. 

“Tt was a great win for us,” said head coach 
Dick Jauron. "Anytime you can beat the 
Packers anywhere it's a great win. To beat them 
here in Lambeau I felt relieved for our players. 
They've worked awfully hard. They always: 
have." 

Takeh to task for his on and off the field 
endeavors all week, Bears quarterback Cade 
McNown delivered a blood and guts effort. He 
completed 11 of 20 passes for 203 yards includ- 
ing TD passes of 68 and 58 yards to Marcus 
Robinson. McNown, who threw three inter- 
ceptions a week earlier in a loss to Detroit, com- 
mitted no turnovers and rushed for 51 yards 
on 10 carries. His 17-yard run from his own 1- 
yard line in the third quarter ignited a 99-yard 
scoring drive and was one of the game's most 
important plays. 
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escape 


with another 


"I thought Cade played a very aggressive 
game, a very tough game," Jauron said. "We 
were very happy with most of his decisions. I 
think he did make better decisions. Obviously 
we've got a way's to go. But the win was huge 
for him coming off the week he had." 

The Bears’ defense turned in its share of big 
plays, forcing three first half tumovers. On 
Green Bay’s first play from scrimmage, safety 
Tony Parrish picked off a Favre pass over the 
middle and returned it 36 yards to the Packers’ 
17. Five plays later, McNown's 1-yard TD gave 
the Bears a 7-0 lead. It was their first lead since 
the season opener, 

Later in the first quarter, wide receiver 
Eddie Kennison fumbled a perfect hand-off 
from McNown on a reverse, but neatly 
scooped up the ball after it skipped twice on 
the ground. Kennison dashed 52 yards down 
the right sideline to set up rookie Paul 
Edinger's 19-yard field goal that made it 10-0. 

"When we got up early like that, you don't 
want to be (too) careful," McNown said. 
"You've got to keep going and keep pushing. 
At the same time you definitely don't want to 
give them a quick opportunity to get back in 
the game.” 

After rookie Brian Urlacher dropped Favre 
with a third down sack, McNown avoided the 
tush and heaved a pass up for grabs down the 
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Photo by Dave Fredrickson 


Quarterback Cade McNown rushes for his third touchdown of the season, 
giving the Bears an early 7-0 lead in Sunday's 27-24 win at Green Bay. 


left sideline. The ball was plucked out of the air 
by Robinson, who outleaped defensive backs 
Tyrone Williams and LeRoy Butler, and 
knocked them down in the process. Robinson 
jogged the final 21 yards for a 68-yard TD that 
gave the Bears a 17-0 lead. 

In two seasons, McNown and Robinson 
have connected on nine completions of 40 or 
more yards including six TDs. 

"When the ball is in the air, I will come 
down with it," Robinson said. 

The ball finally was bouncing the Bears’ 
way Sunday. Packers fullback William 
Henderson dropped a sure TD pass while 
back-pedaling in the end zone, and Green Bay 
was forced to settle for Ryan Longwell’s 43- 
yard field goal which drew the Packers to with- 
in 17-3 with 4:48 left in the second quarter. 

Green Bay running back Ahman Green 
later fumbled after stumbling without being 
touched, and Urlacher recovered the loose ball 
at the Green Bay 49. With 1:31 left in the half, 
the Bears opted to run the ball twice before the 
Packers called timeout. McNown's 21-yard 
pass to Kennison on third down put the Bears 
in scoring position. But Edinger's 43-yard field 
goal attempt hit the right upright and fell 
harmlessly to the end zone on the final play of 
the half. 

‘The Bears made it 243 midway through the 
third quarter as Robinson turned a short screen 
pass into a 58-yard TD. With Green Bay caught 
ina blitz, McNown fired the ball to Robinson, 
who picked up key blocks from receiver Marty 
Booker and Todd Perry to cap a 99-yard drive. 

Favre brought Green Bay back with TD 
passes of 14 yards to Antonio Freeman and 17 
yards to Bill Schroeder, cutting the deficit to 24 
17 with 8:44 remaining in the game. 


PLAY OF THE GAME 


Paul Edinger’s 47- 
yard field goal after his 
37-yarder was nullified 
by a penalty gave the 
Bears a  10-point 
cushion with just 3:15 
left in the game. 


Edinger’s 37-yard field goal gave the Bears 
an apparent 27-17 edge with 3:15 left, but the 
kick was wiped out by a holding penalty on 
Alonzo Mayes. Edinger stepped back and 
drilled a clutch 47-yarder with only a few feet 
to spare to give the Bears a 10-point lead. 

Favre then hit Schroeder with a controver- 
sial 17-yard TD pass with 1:58 to play. Replays 
showed Schroeder's second foot may have 
landed on the back line of the end zone, but the 
Bears were not allowed to challenge the play 
because it occurred in the final two minutes. 
Officials told Jauron they didn't review it 
because they were sure of the call on the field. 

Green Bay eventually got the ball back atits 
own 18 with 1:19 to go. The Bears hat#@owned 
a puntat the 1, but the play was wiped out by 
a holding penalty on Ray McElroy. Favre 
marched the Packers to the Chicago 44, but 
wide open rookie tight end Bubba Franks 
dropped a catchable but high third down pass 
and Daniels nailed Favre on fourth down to 
preserve the win. 

"Their whole team played well,” Favre said 
of the Bears. "We can sit here and say we did 
this and we did that. But you have to give them 
credit. They deserved it.” 
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‘McNown earns an A 
for effort in 


OF vith Marc 
Robinson on TD passes of 68 and 58 
yards. Most importantly, McNi 
did not commit a turnover. He 


entered the game with eight of the 


Bears’ {I tumovers on five intercep- Cacle McNown 


tions and three fumbles. t 
"You're always going to be presented with 

a lot of challenges” McNown said. "It's great 

tohave the guys we have because they're sup- 


ive. 

"L felt I was to blame the last four games. 
People were asking me to grade my n- 
anee. And when I sat down it's like they were 
EE FE because you lose and your job as a 

quarterback is to help the team win." 

The 68-yarder ~ on a jump ball to 
Robinson — was the team’s longest play from, 
scrimmage this season. 2 

“[ have a lot of confidence in him and he 
showed why," McNown said. "It was a bad 
pass and I just kind of tried to give him a 
chance. That's just a great athlete making a 
great play.” 

McNown also gave credit to Robinson 
and Bear coaches for the 58-yard TD on the 
receiver screen, "That was a fantastic call," 
MeNown said, "I don't think they were 
expecting itat all. [just putit on the jersey and 
-he took it the rest of the way.” 

— Larry Mayer 
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Daniels strikes it rich 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


The highest-paid Bear was worth his wait 
in gold in Sunday's 27-24 victory over the 
Green Bay Packers at Lambeau Field. 

Defensive end Phillip Daniels, who signed 
a five-year, $24 million free agent contract this 

registered his team-leading fourth 
sack in the first quarter and later cli vic- 
tory for the Bears with an outstanding 
individual effort. 

With Green Bay needing a field goal 
to tie and facing fourth-and-six from 
the Chicago 44 with :11 left in the 
game, Daniels drilled Packers quarter- 
back Brett Favre with a blind-side hit, 
forcing an incompletion. 

"They brought me here to make 
plays and that's what I try to go out 
and do every game," said Daniels, 
who had no sacks in four preseason games. "I 
took a lot of heat in the preseason and I told 
people to be patient. Now it feels good to be 
out there playing well and helping my team- 
mates win games. That's what I'm out there for. 
Sacks aren't as important as helping my team- 

Daniels sped around left tackle Mike 
Wahle to force the win-clinching incompletion. 

"L was just using speed to the outside,” 
Daniels said. "The guys had a great push up 
the middle. I felt I was having success against 
him most of the day, but thought he was get- 
ting away with holding a lot on me." 


Rare win: The Bears beat Favre for just the 
fourth time in 17 games dating back to 1992. 

"That's got to be good," said Bears defensive 
coordinator Greg Blache. "I told the guys 
they've got to realize that's the chairman of the 
board they beat in his backyard.” 

Favre completed 31 of 48 passes for 333 
yards with 3 TDs and 1 interception. The three- 
time NFL MVP thought he would add to those 
numbers when Green Bay took over at its own 


After further review, the replay system 
may need some work. 

The Bears were not granted a review on 
Bill Schroeder's 17-yard TD reception from 
Brett Favre with 1:58 left in the game because 
aly the replay official can make that request 

n the last two minutes of a half. 

Tt appeared as if Schroeder's second foot 
landed out of bounds, but the play stood and 
the Packers trailed only 27-24. 

"T couldn't see it from where I was," said 
Bears coach Dick Jauron. "I don't recall if they 
showed any replay on the big screen. From. 
the box, the (assistants) said it was close, so I 
thought I'd challenge it. To be perfectly hon- 
est, I didn't know the rule. I thought maybe if 
the play started outside of two minutes 
(which it did), Thad to challenge, so I pressed 
it to challenge. But afterwards I asked the 


Officials ‘sure’ of TD pass 


official why they wouldn't look at it. They 
said it was clear to them that it was a touch- 
down. That was the answer on the field.” 

In the second quarter, the Bears chal- 
lenged a play for the first time this season — 
and it was reversed in their favor. A 14-yard 
pass from Favre to Donald Driver was origi- 
nally ruled a catch, but replays showed the 
receiver didn't have control when part of the 
ball hit the ground. Instead of a first down at 
the Chicago 24, Green Bay was pushed back 
to third-and-10 at the 38. 

Rookie linebacker Brian Urlacher fol- 
lowed with a sack, and Green Bay was 
forced to punt. Three plays later Cade 
McNown connected with Marcus Robinson 
for a68-yard TD pass to put the Bears ahead 


174. 
— Larry Mayer 


18-yard line with 1:19 left needing a field goal 
to tie. 

_ "Once we got the ball on that last drive Thad 
a feeling we would do it," Favre said. "When it 
didn't happen, I just thought, ‘What else can 
you do?’ I feel like I did everything I could.” 


Aches & pains: Bears fullback Curtis Enis 
suffered a shoulder injury in the first half and 
did not return. Left tackle Jimmy Hemdon 
also left the game with a shoulder injury, fore- 
ing Blake Brockermeyer into the contest. 
Brockermeyer, who spent six days in the hos- 
pital being treated for a skin infection on his 
upper right arm, was not slated to play. 

‘The Bears entered the game without C Olin 


Kreutz (knee), LB Rosevelt Colvin (knee) and 
safeties Frankie Smith (hamstring) and 
Shawn Wooden (hamstring). 

_ The Packers played without five injured 


firstwin Delivers game-saving hit to force Favre incompletion 


starters: C Frank Winters (ankle), DE Vonnie 
Holliday (hamstring), WR Corey Bradford 
(leg), OT Earl Dotson (back) and CB Mike 
McKenzie (knee). 


Notes: Bears rookie Brian Urlacher regis- 
tered his third sack in as many weeks. In three 
starters at middle linebacker, the first round- 
draft pick has 33 tackles, 3 sacks, 1 interception 
and 1 fumble recovery. ... The Bears’ 17-3 
advantage was their biggest halftime lead since 
a 203 cushion over Kansas City in Dick 
Jauron's first game as head coach. The Bears 
won that game 20-17. ... The Packers have lost 
5 of their last 8 at Lambeau Field. ... Former 
Bear tight end Ryan Wetnight was signed by 
Green Bay on Saturday and participated in 
Sunday's game for the Packers on special 
teams..... James Allen rushed for72yards on 24 
carries, a 3.0 average... The Bears’ defense lim- 
ited the Packers to just 44 yards rushing on 14 
carries, a 3.1 average. ... Marcus Robinson's 
TD receptions of 68 and 58 yards were his only 
catches of the game. ... Cade McNown's 1-yard 
scoring run was the first TD given up by Green 
Bay in 134 minutes. ... After averaging just 27 
yards on six punts a week earlier against the 
Lions, Brent Bartholomew averaged 394 
yards on eight punts with a long of 50 yards 
and three punts inside the 20. 
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Defensive tackle Jim Flanigan fights off a blocker to drop Packers running 
back Dorsey Levens during the Bears’ 27-24 win Sunday at Lambeau Field. 
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SCORING SUMMARY 


Chicago Bears 10 ete 7, 


Green Bay Packers 
Bears, 1, 12:18, McNown 1-yard run (Edinger kick) (5-17, 2: 
, Edinger 19-yard field goal (5-54, 2:44) 10-0 


Bears, 1, 

Bears, 2, , Robinson 68-yard pass from McNown (Edinger kick) 
(3-80, 1:27) 17-0 

Packers 4:48, Longwell 42-yard field goal (8-34, 4:19) 17-3 


, Robinson 58-yard pass from McNown (Edinger k ick) 


Bears, 
(9-99, 5:19) 24-3 

Packers, 
6-71, 2:59) 24-10 

Packers, 4, 8:44, Schroeder 17-yard pass from Favre (Longwell kick) 
255) 24-17 
, Edinger 47-yard field goal (10-41, 5:29) 27-17, 

Packers, 4, 1:58, Schroeder 17-yard pass from Favre (Longwell kick) 
(6-73, 1:17) 27-24 

Paid attendance: 59,869, time: 3:22 


6, Freeman 14-yard pass from Favre (Longwell kick) 


FINAL TEAM STATISTICS 
Bears Packers 
‘TOTAL FIRST DOWNS B 2 
By Rushing 6 2 
By Passing 7 7 
By Penalty 0 3 


THIRD DOWN EFFICIENCY 415-27% 412-33% 


FOURTH DOWN EFFICIENCY 0.00% 01.0% 
‘TOTAL NET YARDS 370 364 
Total Offensive Plays (inc. time thrown passing) 61 a 
Average gain per offensive play 61 57 
NET YARDS RUSHING 178 4 
Total Rushing Plays 36 14 
Ayerage gain per rushing play 49 3.1 
‘Tackles for a loss - number and yards 37 00 
NET YARDS PASSING 192 320 
Times thrown — yards lost attempting to pass SH _2413 
Gross yards passing 203 333 
PASS ATTEMPTS-COMPLETIONS-HAD INT. 2-1-0 4831-1 
‘Average gain per pass play (inc. # thrown passing) TI 64 
KICKOFFS-In End Zone-Touchbacks 610 532 
PUNTS Number and Average 8394 6407 
Had Blocked 0 0 
FGs-PATS Had Blocked 00 00 
Net punting average 356 373 
TOTAL RETURN YARDAGE (Not Including Kickofls) 36 10 
No, and Yards Punt Retums 00 = 2410 
No. and Yards Kickoff Retums 265 6-148 
No. and Yards Interception Returns 136 00 
PENALTIES Number and Yards. 865 435 
FUMBLES Number and Lost 20 22 
TOUCHDOWNS 3 cg) 
Rushing 1 0 
Passing 2 3 
EXTRA POINTS Made-Attempts 33 33 
FIELD GOALS Made-Attempts 23 1 
SAFETIES 0 0 
FINAL SCORE a 24 
TIME OF POSSESSION 31:50 28:10 
CHICAGO BEARS 
Net Long 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. += Gain |‘ TD 
Allen 24 2 3.0 21 0 
Kennison 1 BF 0 
McNown 10 51 5.1 17 1 
Enis 1 3 3.0 3 0) 
Had 
PASSING Att. Cmp. Yds. TKD/Yd. TD LG Int. 
McNown 20 11 203 St 268 0 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. Avg. LG TD 
Allred 4 23) 709s, 70) 
Robinson 2 126 630 68 2 
Booker 2 be Ge & - D 
Kennison 1 21 210 21° «O 
1 ie i 20 
1 C= 6:0 SGT 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG TD 
Parrish 1 36.8536 M0 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 LG 
Bartholomew 8p 1315p 29.4 ye 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD 


Milburn i) 3 0 0 t) 


Rushing Yards 


178 


Co} 


"Bears 


Passing Yards 
350 


300 
250 


200 


KICKOFF RETURNS FC Yds. LG TD 
Milbum 0 65 34 0 
GREEN BAY PACKERS 
Net Long 

RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. = Gain. «TD 
Levens ul 24 22 7 0 
Green 3 20 67 18 0 

Had 
PASSING Att. Cmp. Yds. TKD/¥d. TD LG Int 
Favre 48 31-333 m3°2«3~32 1 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. Avg. LG TD 
Schroeder 8 108 135 32 2 
Franks 5 54 108 16 0 
Green 5 Cn Sr) 
Levens 5 41. 582% 40 <0. 
Driver 3 43° 143 21-0 
Freeman 3 32 107 14 4 
Henderson 2 14 LOR) =O) 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG TD 
None 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 LG 
Bidwell 6 M4 407 1 #2 46 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC’ Yds. LG TD 
Rossum. 2.73) 10 12 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. FC Yds LG 1D 
Rossum 5 0 136 S730 
Bowens 1 0 2 2-0 
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Time of Possession 


Bears 35:10 


CHICAGO BEARS 
Unofficial 
T Ast. Sack Yrds. Int. PD FF FR 
Holdman Ss 4 0.0 860.0 0 0 0 0 
W. Harris 6. 2 00 0.0 0 0.0 0 
Urlacher St 10 60 0 io’ 20) 1 
S. Harris 4-2 0.0 0.0 0 Oo 0 0 
Brown Stel 00 0.0 0 o 90 0 
Flanigan 2 00 60.0 0 0 0 1 
Parrish 2 et 00 60.0 1 1 0 0 
Simmons Zz 0 00 60.0 0 O18: 0 
Smith 2. 0 0.0 0.0 0 OF 20) 0 
Wilson 2 0 0.0 0.0 0 o © 0 
Daniels Tyg. 1.0; 7G) i} 1 0 0 
McQuarters 1 0 0.0 0.0 0 a) gO: 0 
Robinson  B, 0.0 0.0 0 i 0 0 
Tuinei aes 00 860.0 it} oe 0 0 
Wells at 00 00 0 0 0 0 
GREEN BAY PACKERS 
Unofficial 
T 4st. Sack Yrds. Int. PD FF FR 
Butler 6:1 0.0 0.0 it} 2 0 0 
Wayne 6 0 oo 00 o o 0 0 
Harris Ee 00 00 0 1 0 0 
Dotson 5 es: 10 «62.0 0 o 0 it) 
McBride 4 1 0.0 60.0 0 1 0 0 
Sharper cee! 00 00 0 a 20: 0 
Williams ee 0S 00 i} 0 08 0. 
Hunt 4 0 2.0 1.0 0 o 0 0 
Williams 3.0 00 60.0 0 o 0 0 
Bowens : Ne 00 60.0 0 o 0 0 
Lyon 1.2 00 0.0 0 Oo 9, 0 
Thierry 2 Oi 10 8.0 0 1 0 0 
Maryland 5 pee | 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 
Diggs 1 0 00 00 0 0 0 0 
Williams Q 1 OS 00 0 Oo 0 0 
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Gutsy McNown 
deserves credit 


DOUG BUFFONE 


The Bears played with a tremendous sense 
of urgency Sunday in Green Bay, and Cade 
McNown made some big plays in a what was 
a key victory, 

Everybody's been taking shots at McNown 
— including myself — but he really laid it on the 
line against the Packers. I thought his 17-yard 
run from his own 1-yard line was the biggest 
play of the whole game. He deserves a lot of 
credit for this win. 

On one of the big touchdowns to Marcus 
Robinson, McNown just threw it up for grabs - 

- which is something he's supposed to do with 


Robinson. This guy would probably make a 
great rebounder in basketball. It seems like he 
comes down with the ball every time, even 
when he's outnumbered. 

The other touchdown pass, ona screen, was 
a perfect call. That was the only time the Bears 
called the slip screen all day, and it worked 
great. Green Bay was blitzing and McNown hit 
Robinson right on the numbers and let him do 
the rest. 

The Bears’ defense also deserves to be com- 
mended. The three turnovers they forced in the 
first half was the difference in the game. Tony 
Parrish set the tone by intercepting Brett Favre 
on the game's first play from scrimmage. Brian 
Urlacher deserves credit on that play, because 
he had good coverage on tight end Bubba 
Franks, and Favre tried to drop the ball over 
Urlacher and overthrew it. 

Urlacher is really playing outstanding. He's 
aball hawk, he makes tackles, and Favre found 
out he closes like a locomotive. That closing 
speed is just remarkable. Its not something you 
see every day from a linebacker. 

The Bears’ defense did an excellent job shut- 
fing down trun, Dossy Levens Pons 

just 24 yards on 11 carries. 
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Holder Brent Bartholomew gives 
kicker Paul Edinger a bear hug after 
his 47-yard field goal gave the Bears 
a 27-17 lead late in the game. 


What imy me most about the win 
was how the Bears started early. Usually they 
have to dig out of a hole, but this time it was 
Green Bay that fell in that early hole. 

About the only thing that bothered me was 
how the Bears weren't aggressively trying to 
score late in the firsthalf. They got the ball near 
midfield and ran it twice. Maybe they were 
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as a member of the Bears? 
(Answer on page 19) 


point than they should have. Favre threw three 
touchdown passes in the second half, but the 
Bears were shutting him down then. 

Everything was going the Bears’ way, from 
Eddie Kennison being able to scoop up his 
own fumble and run 52 yards to Green Bay 
es touchdown passes and fumbling 

it being hit. Two ldfeve ibs toitone 
seen the Bears go for the big score, although 
they did get a shot at a field goal when 
McNown hit Kennison for a 21-yard gain. 

It seemed like the offense was really using 
plays designed to make McNown succeed. 
‘They were rolling him out more and he seems 
tolike being out of the pocket and throwing on 
the run. 

Winning at Green Bay was terrific but I 
want to know if they can do it again. 
Consistency is the key to all good teams. Let's 
see them come back and do it against New 
Orleans Sunday at Soldier Field. Then’ do it 
again and again and again. That's when welll 
find out about this team. 


Doug Buffone hosts the Doug Buffone Sports 
eee Sunday mornings on Fox Sports 


giving Brett Favre too much respect at that 


HEY, BEAR FANS! 


SHOW YOUR SPIRIT 
WITH THE BEAR 


a receiver who can go up and get the ball like Teg ete shot atl 


Grow! Towel 


112 Market Street Sun Prairie, WI 53590-2986 
Phone 800-728-6315 Ext. 242 « Fax (608) 825-3053 


Our Blue and 
Orange GROWL 
TOWEL is a 
colorful 15” by 
48” towel made 
of cotton. Use it 
at home, in the 
shop, take it 
fishing, or wave 
it at the game! 
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Card #. 
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Exp. Date Phone 
# of Growl Towel(s) @ $4.99/ea. Plus S&H 
I Towel =$2.00S&H 2-6 Towels = $5.00 S&H 
Wi residents add 5.5% sales tax 

{ Total amount enclosed $ 
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A work in progress 


BOB LeGERE ZZ Poars are NFL’s 2nd-youngest team 


The Bears’ 0-4 start has spawned a number 
of explanations, everything from lack of chem- 
istry to lack of a running game. 

Some are accurate while others are just con- 
venient excuses. But one fact is indisputable: 

’ The Bears are the second-youngest team in the 
NFL and start 10 players under 25. That's no 
excuse for an 0-4 start, but it is something to 
consider for those who projected this year's 
team as a playoff contender. 

The average age of the Bears’ 24 starters, 
induding punter Brent Bartholomew and 
place-kicker Paul Edinger, is just 25.4. Only the 
Cleveland Browns are younger, just barely, 
with an average age of 25.3. The San Diego 
Chargers field the oldest starting lineup, aver- 
aging 29, while the Washington Redskins’ start- 
ing lineup averages 28.4 years of age. 


Coach Dick Jauron doesn't discourage the 
high hopes that surrounded a team that 
appeared in the preseason as though it was 
greatly improved from last season's 6-10 


~ squad. But he also realizes that his starting line- 


up is extremely young and inexperienced. 

“You wartt people to have high expecta- 
tions,” Jauron said. “We want the fans to have 
high expectations, and we want to have high 
expectations. We believe that we can win every 
single game we play. On the other hand, we 
went into this year with a lot of people at key 
positions that have never really done it. 
They've never done it at this level. That's the 
nature of the game for us right now. We believe 
they're going to come through.” 

But it could take a while. With Rosevelt 
Colvin back in the starting lineup after missing. 
two games with a sprained knee, the Bears 
have the youngest set of linebackers in the 

i e. Colvin turned 23 during the first week 

\e season, middle linebacker Brian Urlacher 
is Cs and weak-side starter Warrick Holdman 
is 24. Urlacher was this year's first-round draft 
pick, while Colvin and Holdman were fourth- 
round picks in 1999, 

They are the Bears' future at linebacker, but 
they had never started a game together before 
the Green Bay contest. Week Three was 


IDIH YOUR VIP/FAN CLUB 
CARD MEMBERSHIP 


oe 


and en 
BEARS409 for discount a 


Urlacher's first NFL start, but Colvin was inac- 
tive because of the knee injury he suffered the 
week before, his second NFL start. Holdman, 
the old man in the group, became a starter in 
the 12th game last season. 

Despite their inexperience, many of the 
Bears’ youngest players are in position of great 
importance. 

“We only have 53 guys on our team, and he 
was our first-round pick, so it's fair to count on 
him,” defensive tackle Mike Wells said of 
Urlacher. “We are counting on him. If we're 
going to get there, we need him.” 

The Bears' youth may be especially notable 
at linebacker, but it's hardly confined to any 
one area of the team. Quarterback Cade 
McNown and center Olin Kreutz are both 23, 
as is Bartholomew. Edinger and free safety 
Mike Brown are only 22. 

“We're real confident in the guys, (but) 
they're young, and they're learning how to 
play in the league,” Jauron said. “We believe 
we're going to get better and we believe welll 
be a good football team.” 

But maybe not this year. 

‘The five youngest teams this season were a 
combined 23-57 last season and were 5-13 after 
the first four weeks this season. But there are 
relatively young teams that have been 
extremely successful. The Super Bowl-champi- 
on St. Louis Rams are the ninth-youngest team 
this year and are off to a3-0 start. The 2-1 Colts, 
who were 13-3 last season, are the sixth- 
youngest team, and the 3-1 Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers, who were 11-5 last season, are 


eighth young 

Most of the NFL's other young teams, like 
the Bears, haven't yet discovered the formula 
for success in the NFL. 

“They haven't won lot,” Jauron said of his 
youngsters. “I can't tell you that they know 
exactly how to win; they don't, and that's part 
of our job. We're trying to convince them they 
can win, I think they believe they can win, but 
they still have to go out and do it” 

‘As Jauron has said many times, no matter 
how young or inexperienced his players are, 
the goal is still to win every game. If a player is 
good enough to win a starting job, he's good 
enough to compete and to contend with any 


Youth movement 
es age of starting lineup for each 


‘Team Avg. Record 
Browns 25.25 2-2 
Bears 25AL 0-4 
Bengals 2575, 0-3 
Eagles 26.04 22 
Cardinals 1-2 
Colts 21 
Saints. 1-3 
Bucs 3-1 
Rams 4-0 
Raiders 3-1 
Steelers 0-3 
Patriots 0-4 
Bills 2-4 
Packers 2-2 
Ravens 3-4 
Jaguars 2-2 
Lions 3-1 
Seahawks 2-2 
Cowboys 1-3 
Giants 3-1 
Chiefs 2-2 
49ers 1-3 
Titans 24 
Jets 40 
Vikings 3-0 
Dolphins 3-1 
Panthers 1-2 
Redskins mz 
Broncos 22 
Falcons 2, 
Chargers 0-4 
opponent. 


“I don't know how else to coaca team than 
to have the expectation that we're going to win 
every game we play, and I want the players to 
believe that,” Jauron said. “Tbelieve we're capa- 
ble of winning. In order to do that we are 
depending on a lot of guys that have never 
done it. 

“If (we) play to the top of our game all the 
time, we can definitely challenge, no doubt in 
my mind. Is it hard to do? Yes, it's very hard to 
do. Fora young player, very, very hard to do.” 


Bob LeGere covers the Bears for the Daily 
Herald. 


DON’T FORGET YOUR BEAR REPORT SUBSCRIPTION! 
Place the label from your most recent issue here and fill in your new address below. 


‘Nail fo: BEAR REPORT, Change of Address 
Tl2 Market Street, Sun Prairie, WI 53590 


re you an on-line user also? Enter user (D# here 


xo 


‘Ten 


With a new coach and a new attitude, the 99 Bears restored pride in the organization, introduced an innovative new 
offense and even beat the rival Packers. The 2000 season promises to be even more exciting, and you can be there for all the 
action by subscribing to BEAR REPORT! Our comprehensive team coverage will bring you the latest news and features from 
Halas Hall throughout the offseason, at training camp in Platteville, and at every game so you won’t miss a thing. 

For just $39.95, you get 26 action-packed issues of BEAR REPORT that will take you inside the huddle, on the sideline, 
in the locker room, and behind the scenes. You’ll get a two-page full color player poster in each issue plus inside news, game 
coverage, top columnists, features on current and former players, rosters, statistics, game previews, action photos and much, 
much more. Act now, that’s 26 issues for $39.95 or 52 issues for only $59.95. 


FOR FASTER AND MORE EFFICIENT DELIVERY ADD ON AN 
ADDITIONAL $30 FOR FIRST CLASS DELIVERY! 


Mail to: BEAR REPORT 112 Market Street Sun Prairie, WI 53590 


HOOPAD. 


: 26 issues for $39.95 52 issues for $59.95 (New oO Renewal =< 
i Foreign Subscribers $54.95 $30 Additional First Class Bach Year ul 
| mi!’ 
+ Name please print clearly q',) 
i = 
© 
| Address z 
| Gi 

y State Tip : Fa 
' Payment Form (circle one) Check Money Order VISA MasterCard Discover Card (ot 
i Card Number : Expiration Date Uv 4 
t 


To Subscribe Call 800-728-650 1 


478 BEAR REPORT 


2000 Schedule 


(Open date: Cincinnati) 
Sunday, Sept. 3 

Minnesota 30, BEARS 27 
N.Y. Giants 21, Arizona 16 
Baltimore 16, Pittsburgh 0 
Washington 20, Carolina 17 
Detroit 14, New Orleans 10 
Indianapolis 27, Kansas City 14 
sonville 27, Cleveland 7 


Tampa Bay 21, New England 16 
Philidelphia 41, Dallas 14 
and 9, San Diego 6 


N.Y, Jets 20, feen Bay 16 

Buffalo 16, Tennessee 13 
Monday, Sept. 4 

36 

y 


is 41, De 


(Open date: Pittsburgh) 

Sunday, Sept. 10 
Tampa Bay 41, BEARS 0 
Cleveland 24, Cincinnati 7 
Buffalo 27, Green Bay 18 
Baltimore 39, Jacksonville 36 
Tennessee 17, Kansas City 14 (OT) 
Minnesota 13, Miami 7 
N.Y, Giants 33, Philadelphia 18 
Oakland 38, Indianapolis 31 
Denver 42, Atlanta 14 
Carolina 38, San 
St. Louis 37, Seattle 34 
Detroit 15, Washington 10 
New Orleans 28, San Diego 27 
Arizona 32, Dallas 31 

Monday, Sept. 11 
N.Y. Jets 20, New England 19 


isco 22 


(Open date: Arizona, Tennes 
junday, Sept. 17 
N.Y. Giants 14, BEARS 7 > 
Atlanta 15, Carolina 10 
N.Y, Jets 27, Buffalo 14 
Jacksonville 13, Cincinnati 0 
Green Bay 6, Philadelphia 3 
Cleveland 23, Pittsburgh 20 
Kansas City 42, San Diego 10 
St. Louis 41, San Francisco 24 
Tampa Bay 31, Detroit 10 
Denyer 33, Oakland 24 
Minnesota 21, New England 13 
Seaitle 20, New Orleans 10 
Miami 19, Baltimore 6 
Monday, Sept. 18 
Dallas 27, Washington 21 
WI 4 


(Open date: Buffalo, Carolina, Minnesota) 

Sunday, Sept. 24 

Detroit 21, BEARS 14 

Baltimore 37, Cincinnati 0 

Miami 10, New England 3 

Philadelphia 21, New Orleans 7 

St. Louis 41, Atlanta 20 

San Francisco 41, Dallas 24 

Tennessee 23, Pittsburgh 20 

Green Bay 29, Arizona 3 

Oakland 36, Cleveland 10 

Kansas City 23, Denver 22 

N.Y. Jets 21, Tampa Bay 17 

Seattle 20, San Diego 12 

Washington 16, N.Y. Giants 6 
Monday, Sept. 25 

Indianapolis 43, Jacksonville 14 


(Open date: New Orleans, N.Y. Jets, Oakland) 

Sunday, Oct. 1 

BEARS 27, Green Bay 24 

ore 12, Cleveland 0 

is 16, Carolina 13 (OT) 

Indianapolis 18, Buffalo 16 

* Minnesota 31, Detroit 24 

Tennessee 28, N.Y. Giants 14 

Pittsburgh 24, Jacksonville 13 

St. Louis 57, San Diego 31 

Miami 31, Cincinnati 16 

New England 28, Denver 11 

San Francisco 27, Arizona 20 

Washington 20, Tampa Bay 17 (OT) 

Philadelphia 38, Atlanta 10 
Moni 

Seattle at Kansas City, 


*Central time 


er oe Es a ae | 
Chicago Bears 2000-Schedule 


Date Opponent Bears Opponent 
Sat., Aug. 5 at N.Y. Giants 20 8 
Sat., Aug. 12 CLEVELAND BROW! 19 6 
Sat., Aug. 19 at Cincifinati Bengals 20 24 
Fri., Aug. 25 TENNESSEE TITANS 28 34 
REGULAR SEASON 
Sun., Sept. 3 at Minnesota Vikings 27 30, 
Sun., Sept. 10 at Tampa Bay Buceaneers: 0) 4) 
Sun., Sept. 17 NEW YORK GIANTS 7 14 
Sun., Sept. 24 DETROIT LIONS: 4 21 
Sun., Oct. 1 at Green Bay Packers 27 24 
Sun., Oct, 8 NEW ORLEANS SAINTS Noon FOX 
15 MINNESOTA VIKINGS 7:20 p.m ESPN 
22 at Philadelphia Eagles Noon FOX 
Sun., Oct. 29 Bye 
Sun., Nov. 5 INDIANAPOLIS COLTS Noon CBS 
Sun., Nov. 12 at Buffalo Bills Noon FOX 
Sun., Noy. 19 TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS Noon FOX 
Sun., Noy. 26 * at N.Y. Jets Noon FOX 
Sun., Dec. 3 GREEN BAY PACKERS 7:20 p.m. ESPN 
Sun., Dec. 10. NEW, ENGLAND PATRIOTS Noon CBS 
Sun., Dec. 17 at San Francisco 49ers 3:05 p.m. FOX 
Sun., Dee, 24 at Detroit Lions Noon FOX 


(Open date: Dallas, Kansas City, St. Louis) 
Sunday, Oct. 

New Orleans at BEARS, noon 
Buffalo at Miami, noon 
Green Bay at Detroit, noon 
Indianapolis at New England, noon 
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Jets, noon 
Tennessee at Cincinnati, noon 
Washington at Philadelphia, ne noon 
N.Y. Giants at Atlanta 
Cleveland at Arizona 
Denver at San Diego, 
Oakland at San Francis 
Seattle at Carolina, 3:15 p.m. 


Baltimore at Jacksonville, 7:20 p.m. 
Monday, Oct 9 
Tampa Bay at Minnesota, 8 
Ww 


(Open date: Detroit, Miami, Tampa Bay) 
Sunday, Oct. 15 
Minnesota at BEARS, 7:20 p.m. 
Atlanta at St. Louis, noon 
Baltimore at Washington, noon 


San Diego at Buffalo, noon 
Cleveland at Denver, 3:05 p.m. 
Indianapolis at Seattle, 
N.Y, Jets at New England, 
Philadelphia at Arizona, 3: 
San Francisco at Green Bay, 3:15 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 16 
Jacksonville at Tennessee, 8 p.m. 


(Open date: Green Bay, N.Y. Giants, San Diego) 

‘Thursday, Oct. 19 

Detroit at Tampa Bay, 7:20 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 22 
BEARS at Philadelphia, noon 
Arizona at Dallas, noon 
Buffalo at Minnesota, noon 
Cleveland at Pittsburgh, noon 
Denver at Cincinnati, noon 
New England at Indianapolis, noon 
New Orleans at Atlanta, noon 
St. Louis at Kansas City, noon 
San Francisco at Carolina, noon 
Tennessee at Baltimore, noon 
3 


ashington at Jacksonville, 3:15 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 23 
Miami at N.Y. Jets, 8 p.m. 


WEEK 9. 


(Open date: BEARS, Denver, New England) 
Sunday, Oct. 29 

t Atlanta, noon 

Cincinnati at Cleveland, noon 

Detroit at Indianapolis, noon 

Green Bay at Miami, noon 

Minnesota at Tampa Bay, noon. 

N.Y. Jets at Buffalo, noon 

Pittsburgh at Baltimore, 

St. Louis at San Francis 


Carolina 


oon 
0, 3:05 p.m. 


New Orleans at Arizona, 3 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giant 
Jacksonville at Dallas, 

Kansas City at Seattle 
Oakland at San Diego, 


Monday, Oct, 30 
‘Tennessee at Washington, 8 p.m. 


WEEK 10 


(Open date: Jacksonville) 
Sunday, Noy. 5 
Indianapolis at BEARS, noon 
Baltimore at Cincinnati, noon 
Buffalo at New England, noon 
Dallas at Philadelphia, noon 
Miami at Detroit, noon 
N.Y. Giants at Cleveland, noon 
Pittsburgh at Tennessee noon 
San Francisco at New Orleans, noon 
Tampa Bay at Atlanta, noon 
Washington at Arizona, 3:05 p.m. 
San Diego at Seattle, 3:15 p.m. 
Denver at N.Y, Jets, 3:15 p.m. 
Kansas City at Oakland, 3:15 p.m. 
Carolina at St. Louis, 7:20 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 6 
Minnesota at Green Bay, 8 p.m. 


WEEK 11 


(Open date: Washington) 
Sunday, Nov. 12 
BEARS at Buffalo, noon 
Arizona at Minnesota, noon 
Atlanta at Detroit, noon 
Baltimore at Tennessee, noon. 
Seattle at Jacksonville, noon 
Cincinnati at Dallas, noon 
New England at Cleveland, noon 
New Orl at Carolina, noon 
Philadelphia at Pittsburgh, noon 
Miami at San Diego, 3:05 p.m. 
Kansas City at San Francisco, 3:05 p.m. 
Green Bay at Tampa Bay, 3:15 p.m. 
St, Louis at N.Y. Giants, 3:15 p.m. 
N.Y, Jets at Indianapolis, 7:20 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 13 
Oakland at Denver, 8 p.m. 


& 


(Open date: Seattle) 
Sunday, Nov. 19 
Tampa Bay at BEARS, noon 
Arizona at Philadelphia, noon 
Buffalo at Kansas City, noon 
Carolina at Minnesota, noon 
Cincinnati at New England, noon 
Cleveland at Tennessee, noon 
Detroit at N.Y. Giants, noon ‘ 
Oakland at New Orleans, noon 
Indianapolis at Green Bay, noon 
San Diego at Denver, : 
N.Y. Jets at Miami, 
Dallas at Baltimore, 
Atlanta at San Francisco, 3: 
Jacksonville at Pittsburgh, 7: 
Monday, Nov. 20. 
Washington at St. Louis, 8 p.m. 
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(Open date: San Francisco) 
‘Thursday, Noy. 23 
New England at Detroit, 1 
Minnesota at Dallas, 3:05 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 26 
BEARS at N.Y. Jets, noon 
Buffalo at Tampa Bay, noon 
Cleveland at Baltimore, noon 
Miami at Indianapo 
New Orleans at St. Louis, noon 
Philadelphia at Washington, noon 
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati, noon 
t Oakland, 3:05 p.m. 
ee at Jacksonville, 3:15 p.m. 
Denver at Seattle, 3:15 p.m. 
a ity. at San Diego, 3:15 p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at Arizona, 7:20 p.m, 
Monday, Nov. 27 
Green Bay at Carolina, 8 p.m. 


WEEK 14 


(Open date: Baltimore) 
‘Thursday, Nov. 30 
Detroit at Minnesota, 7:20 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 3 
Green Bay at BEARS, 
‘Arizona at Cincinnati, noon 
Dallas at Tampa Bay, noon 
Denver at New Orleans, noon 
Miami at Buffalo, noon 
N.Y. Giants at Washington, noon 
Oakland at Pittsburgh, noon 
St. Louis at Carolina, noon 
Seattle at Atlanta, noon 
‘Tennessee at Philadelphia, noon 
San Francisco at San Diego, 3: 
Indianapolis at N.Y. Jets, 3: 
Cleveland at Jacksonville, 3:15 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 4 
City at New England, 8 p.m. 


Wik 
(Open date: Atlanta) 
Sunday, Dec. 10 
New England at BEARS, noon 
Arizona at Jacksonville, noon 
Carolina at Kansas City, noon 
Cincinnati at Tennessee, noon 
Detroit at Green Bevin noon 
Minnesota at St. 
Philadelphi: 
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Giants, noon 
San Diego at Baltimore, noon 
Tampa Bay at Miami, noon 
Seattle at Denver, 
Washington at Dallas, 
New Orleans at San Francis 
N.Y, Jets at Oakland, 7:20 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 11 
Buffalo at Indianapolis, 8 p.m. 


WEEK 16 


(Open date: Philadelphia) 
Saturday, Dec. 16 
Washington at Pittsburgh, 11:30 a.m, 
Oakland at Seattle, 4:05 p. 
Sunday, Dee. 17 
BEARS at San Francisco, 3:05 p.m. 
Atlanta at New Orleans, noon 
Denver at Kansas City, noon 
Detroit at N.Y. Jets, noon 
Green Bay at Minnesota, noon, 
Jacksonville at Cincinnati, noon 
New England at Buffalo, noon 
San Diego at Carolina, noon 
‘Tennessee at Cleveland, noon 
Baltimore at Arizona, 3:15 p.m. 
Indianapolis at Miami, 3:15 pa m, 
N.Y. Giants at Dallas, 
Monday, Bee. 18 
St, Louis at Tampa Bay, 8 
WEEK 


Kar 


(Open date: Cleveland) 

¢ __ Saturday, Dec. 23 
Jacksonville at N.Y. Giants, 11:30 a.m 
San Francisco at Denver, 3:15 pam 
Buffalo at Seattle, 7:20 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 24 

BEARS at Detroit, noon 
Arizona at Washington, noon 
Tampa Bay at Green Bay, noon 
St. Louis at New Orleans, noon 
Cincinnati at Philadelphia, noon 
Kansas City at Atlanta, noon 
Miami at New England, noon 
N.Y. Jets at Baltimore, noon 
Pittsburgh at San Diego, 
Minnesota at Indianapol 
Carolina at Oakland, 
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Bears near rock bottom 


After losing to the Lions, the playoffs are out 
of the question and the Bears have fallen to the 
lowest level in many areas. 

Penalties - In critical situations shows a lack 
of discipline. These players should be fined 
heavily. 

QB - Cade McNown’s play is probably the 
biggest reason they are 0-4. At this point ina 
throwaway season, they might as well play 
him the rest of the season even though Jim 
Miller and Shane Matthews give them the best 
chance of winning. If McNown is still shaky at 
the end of the year, trade him and Curtis Enis 
to the St. Louis Rams for their seventh round 
draft pick. 

Defense - Brian Urlacher will be great. 
Thomas Smith is a bust, Phillip Daniels is OK. 
Greg Blache must go next year because his 
scheme does not work. It didn’t work in Indy 
either for that matter. 

Offense - Any takers for Gary Crowton 
next year? Has the league caught up with his 
scheme or are McNown’s misfires the reason 
for the collapse? 

Is anybody else out there longing for Todd 
Sauerbrun? 

Sign James Allen to a long term contract. He 
looks outstanding. 

A traffic jam was not the only reason for all 
those empty seats at Soldier Field. 

Cheer up! The Bulls start their run for the 
lottery pick real soon. 


Bob Sobota 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 


Fan Foto 


Four-month-old Zachary Bochenek 
of Fredericksburg, Va., is a new 
Bears fan living in Redskins country. 
ee 


P.O. BOX 4205, ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, IL 60006 


WE WANT YOUR OPINIONS! 


What.changes should the Bears make? What have been 
the positives so far this season? Who should be starting at 


quarterback and why? 


We want to know what you think about the Bears! We 
welcome letters of 200 words or less on all maiters involving { 
the Monsters of the Midway. Letters are subject to editing 
and must include your full name and hometown. 

Send all letters to the above address or reach us via e- 


mail at: BearReport@ aol.com. 
Time to get act together 


Tam very disappointed in the Bears and I 
believe they should bring someone in who 
knows football inside and outside. I also 
believe Cade McNown should be replaced by 
Jim Miller. In the Lions game, I could not 
believe that the Bears coaching staff did not 
challenge when Detroit scored the winning 
touchdown. That to me was nota touchdown. 

Please get your act together, Bears. 


Laura J. Steed 
Odessa, Florida 


Build a balanced offense 


Thave followed this team since 1975 due to 
Walter Payton. I have never seen anything so 
disgusting as I have so far. 

If Cade McNown wants to runso badly, put 
him in the backfield and he can fumble like 
Rashaan Salaam. Put Jim Miller in, put James 
Allen or Marlon Barnes in the backfield and 
build a balanced offense. You cannot pass well 
if you can’t run the ball well. Keep Brian 
Urlacher in the middle and put some pressure 
on the quarterbacks, 

If things don’t get balanced offensively we 
may as well play for the “future” because noth- 
ing will matter anyhow. 


Terry Eklund 
Kent, Washington 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


PRIVATE PARTY: 20 word minimum. charge, 
$15.00, Each additional word, 65 cents per word. 
COMMERCIAL: 20 word minimum charge, 
$20.00. Each additional word, 75 cents per word. 
SPECIAL FEATURES: Bold type headline, $5.00 
additional. All other bold type, 50 cents per word 
additional. 


PHONE ORDERS 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 
PAYMENT MUST 
ACCOMPANY ORDER 


All ads pertaining to the sale of items, 
services offered or representing a busi- 
ness must run as a paid classified 
advertisement. 
MAIL TO: 
BEAR REPORT CLASSIFIED ADS 
112 MARKET STREET 


SUN PRAIRIE, WI 53590 


& 
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McNown can’t do it alone 


I just checked out the Bear Report online 
and was disturbed by the poll “Should Jim 
Miller replace Cade McNown at quarterback?” 

Fifty percent of Bears fans polled said Jim 
Miller should replace Cade McNown. This is 
absurd. The Bears have absolutely no running 
game. John Elway didn’t win a Super Bowl 
until the Broncos had Terrell Davis at running 
back. You need a running game to set up the 
play-action passes and to take the pressure off 
the quarterback. 

Cade McNown can’t carry the offense by 
himself. No quarterback could. I was glad to 
see the Bears have moved Curtis Enis to full- 
back. Let’s see what James Allen can do as the 
primary tailback. 

Once the Bears get a reliable running game 
going (either with Allen or yet another high 
draft pick), you will see that McNown is per- 
fect for Da Bears and he will direct the Bears to 
the Super Bowl. 


Mike Loss 
College Park, Maryland 
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Time to let Crowton go 


Unless Dick Jauron hires an offensive coor- 
dinator that commits to the run rather than the 
pass, the Bears will never win the NFC Central. 
It's time to let Gary Crowton go. I think he is 
more of the problem than Curtis Enis is. And 
I'm not too impressed with the job that Greg 
Blache is doing with the defense. It’s time to fire 
him also. The coaches are not getting it done. 


Bill Vandiver 
Clifton, Texas 


Deja vu all over again 


Not too long ago there was a guy named 
Dave Wannstedt coaching the Bears, and every 
week he would make excuses for his players 
saying things like, “He's doing everything we 
ask of him.” He refused to give players like 
Marcus Robinson more time even though 
every time Robinson got a pass thrown to him 
he made a good play, even'touchdowns. 

Now Ilisten to Dick Jauron saying the same 
things. If Curtis Enjs is doing everything he's 
being asked, maybe they should ask him to 
tun forward for more than two yards ata time. 


Bruce Handtke 
Onalaska, Wisconsin 


Trivia Trove answer 
Red Grange never rushed for 
100 yards in a regular season 
game for the Bears. 

(From page 15) 
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